
36 

CAR PARKING AVAILABLE BEHIND THE 
WINDMILL PUB 

WOODS OF HOLLINGBOURNE 
52 EYHORNE STREET, HOLLINGBOURNE, ME17 1TS 

Tel : 01622.880.338 
 

WE are SERVING: 
•FRESH, LOCAL PRODUCE AND CONVENIENCE ITEMS 

      •FINE WINES, SPIRITS AND CRAFT BEERS  
  

 

TO FIND OUT MORE VISIT: 
WWW.WOODSOFHOLLINGBOURNE.CO.UK 

 

As a result of the unfolding Covid-19 crisis, we currently prioritising the supply of fresh, 
local products to members of Hollingbourne and the surrounding community.  We are 
currently receiving deliveries of 
 Fresh baked bread and cakes 
 Milk and dairy products 
 Fresh meat from Doughty Butchers 
 Local free-range eggs 
 A range of Fruit and Vegetables has been significantly increased 

 

We are also offering a FREE local delivery service (3 mile radius) for those who are self-
isolating or those who are unable to leave their property. 
 

OPEN  MONDAY / TUESDAY       8 AM - 2 PM 
  WEDNESDAY- SATURDAY       8 AM - 6 PM  
            SUNDAY             8 AM - 1 PM 

  

Church & Village News 
www.hollingbournepc.co.uk 

Hollingbourne 
& Hucking 

November 2021 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
RETURNS 
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Parish Directory 
The Clergy Team   
Team Vicar  Revd. Rob Tugwell       01622.630598 
Churchwarden Christine Jones      688830 
Bellringers  Nigel Baker (Tower Captain)    07778 691 343 
Borough Councillor Patrik Garten, Kingswood House, Pitt Orad, ME17 3NR         807907 
Bourne Musicians Beccy Stroud, 1 Musket Lane                880377 
Cardwell Pavilion                     07932 164839 
Cricket Club  www.bearstedcricketclub.co.uk 
Cubs   Jane Newsome                           862558 
Doctor Yeomans Lane :  Repeat Prescriptions  630415  / Appointments, etc.          737326 
Downs Mail  Editor                             734735 
Football Club  Mike Bedwell                          880353 
Garden Society John Ross                          737080 
Hospitals:  Maidstone      729000            Eye, Ear & Mouth Unit                729000 
   Preston Hall 710161            9am – 5 pm 
Kent Messenger Correspondent                   Vacant 
Maidstone Volunteer Bureau                                   01622 756662 
Meadows Trust Ben Williams                07968.123165 or880584 
Mid-Kent Arts Society John Holley          jgholleyberry@icloud.com 
Neighbourhood Contacts June Pockett junepockett@hotmail.com880763/07767.367611 
Parish Council Chairman Simon Hulme     07808 300 840 
Vice Chairman  Adam Ward            adandsar@tiscali.co.uk 
Parish Clerk  Vickie Smith pchollingbourne@gmail.com     07856.180003/880526 
Pre-School  Christine Judges                                07864 065753 
Police   PCSO Ryan Waring      101 
Railway Enquiries                    0845 748 4950 
Reading Group Barbara Lloyd                 880282 
   Dawn Perry       880634 
School   Mrs. Helen Bradley-Wyatt, Headteacher                        880270 
Scout Group  Alan Poulton                           843019 
Short Mat Bowls Peter Lee                          880580 
Village Hall  Barbara Tremble                                    880216 
Village Shop  Julie & Martin Woods                                         880338 
Women’s Institute Barbara Gibbs       880652 
   Sue Roberts        07867.691393 
Hucking WI  Sharon Lee        07714.756354 
   Kate Blacker        07760.905416 
 

 Magazine Contributions should be in by the 10th of the month latest to the Editor :  
Carole Findlay, 1 Pimpernel Close, Bearsted, Kent ME14 4QQ.           01622.583636 
Email:  hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com  For advertising please 
contact Phil Smith at philip.smithsmith@btinternet.com  
Magazine available on line at Hollingbourne Parish Council website 
Hollingbourne Neighbourhood Drivers 
Katie Brice      01622. 880520 
Christine and Nick Maynard   01622.880378 
Barbara Tremble     01622.880216 
Pete Brown      07997.134771 
Jean Wellman     01622.880598 
June Pockett (Coordinator)  01622.880763  /07767.367611 
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Harrietsham Computers 
Computer Problems? 

Need an upgrade or a new machine? 

Just want some extra tuition? 

For local, friendly, experienced help, call 

Mike Cuerden on 01622-859442 or 

07963 020092 

No call out fee 

Reasonable rates 

Private and commercial work 

No job too small 

Harrietsham Computers 
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www.pilgrimswaychurches.org.uk 
 

This is the website for the six Churches that constitute the Pilgrims Way 
church community.  Some of you may already be aware of its 
existence and some may not.  It was created at the beginning of 
2019 and then, for reasons which are best described as technical, 
had to have its web address altered so that it could be found more 
easily, which took some time.  
 
This website superseded any previous websites that individual 
churches may have had.  For example, Boxley had its own website, 
which was faithfully maintained by Les Ellis for many years and, when 
he was looking to reduce his considerable workload, I made the 
mistake of not moving quickly enough!  I have absolutely no claims to 
website wizardry and, indeed, rely on our son-in-law for technical 
advice - who really does know his stuff - thankfully.  However, I am 
prepared to do my best and see where it leads me! 
 
The onset of the pandemic gave me the opportunity to review the 
current design and content.  The aim of this was to see how user 
friendly it was and how easy to find "stuff", whilst providing essential 
information about the church service programme.  Now that Rob 
Tugwell has been appointed, it seems appropriate to carry out a 
more detailed review, so that it supports his work in our community.  
To this end, we have now had our first meeting to develop our 
thoughts/ideas.  For example, we have just had Google Analytics 
plugged into the website, an application that enables you to see 
how many people have actually visited the site, which page, how 
many times and where from in the world etc.  In August, the site had 
119 "visits" and interestingly 2 of these were from Russia and Thailand.  I 
am hazarding a guess that this was not a parishioner on holiday! 
 
Over the coming months I will keep you informed of any changes we 
decide to make.  In the meantime, if you have any observations/
thoughts about the current website layout/content please feel free to 
email me at: contact_dtasker@hotmail.com so that we can include 
them in our deliberations. Thank you. 
 

David Tasker. 

http://www.pilgrimswaychurches.org.uk
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SERVICES 2020/21 (YEAR B) 
NOVEMBER 2021 

 

7th November Advent - 3 
Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Jonah 3: 1-5 & v10;   Mark 1: 14-20 
14th November  Remembrance Sunday 
Service  Hollingbourne 10.45 am   Remembrance Service 
21st November Christ the King 
Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14;  John 18: 33-37 
 

SERVICES 2021/22  (YEAR C) 
 

28th November Advent 1 
Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Jeremiah 33: 14-16;   Luke 21: 25-36 
  

Thanks to the support of VOLUNTEERS, the Church will be 
open for Private Prayer between 10.00 am and 3.00 pm 
every day. 

LEEDS SERVICES 
 
7th November Leeds 9.30 am  Café Service 
14th November Leeds  11.00 am     Wreath Laying at Memorial 
   Broomfield 3.30 pm  Remembrance Service 
21st November Leeds 9.30 am  Communion 
28th November Kingswood 11.00 am  Family Communion 
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REGULAR MEETINGS 
 

After school Club:    
Schooldays    to 6 pm               Cardwell Pavilion 
Bellringing Practice    
Mondays    7.30 - 9.30 pm   All Saints Church Tower 
Bourne Musicians (3 months - 5 years): 
Fridays                              9.30 - 11 am               Village Hall 
Brownies: 
Wednesdays    6.00—7.15 pm  Cardwell Pavilion 
Cubs: 
Fridays                                   6.30 - 7.45 pm        Kingswood Scout Hut 
Explorers:  
Thursdays                              7.00 - 9.00 pm                Kingswood Scout Hut 
Hucking WI 
3rd Thursday    7.00 pm     Little Budds Farm 
Mobile Library 
Wednesdays    11.55 am – 12.25 pm                        Village Hall 
Parish Council: 
2nd Monday (except August)    7.30 pm              Cardwell Pavilion  
Pilates Classes   
Thursday mornings        Village Hall 
Pre-School: 
Every School Day                 9.15 am – noon                    Cardwell Pavilion 
Reading Group : 
 Monthly                          Contact:         Barbara Lloyd 880282 
             Dawn Perry      880634 
School Terms     2021  Term 2:         1st November—17th December 
  2022  Term 3: 4th January—11th February 
    Term 4: 21st February—11th April 
    Term 5: 19th April—27th May 
    Term 6:  6th June—22nd July 
Scouts: 
Wednesdays,           7.00 – 9.00 pm        Kingswood Scout Hut 
Short Mat Bowls:  
Mondays (not 2nd)              7.30 – 9.30 pm                         Village Hall 
Thursdays            7.30 – 9.30 pm             Village Hall 
WI Meetings:            
3rd Tuesday (Not August)    7.30 pm                         Village Hall 
Other Tuesday (July-September) 
        Boules     6.30 pm               Cardwell Pavilion 

 

Carole Findlay at hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com 

Any opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the 
positions of the Editor or Parochial Church Council.  We reserve the right to edit, and the right not to 
print:  no reason will be given.  Contributions will not be printed anonymously. 
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Advertising space is sold in good faith.  No responsibility can be taken for the quality 
of goods or services offered. 

VILLAGE DIARY 
November 
3rd  12.10-12.40pm Mobile Library   Village Hall 
5th 5.30 pm  Firework Display         Lance Memorial Field 
6th 7.30 pm  Poetry of Pam Ayres  Detling Church 
8th 7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting  Cardwell Pavilion 
15th    Parish Assembly   Village Hall 
16th 7.45 pm  W.I. Meeting    Village Hall 
20th     Detling Village Christmas Bazaar Detling Village Hall 
21st    Stir Up Sunday 
27th 8.30 am  Men’s Breakfast   Dirty Habit Pub 
December 
1st 12.10-12.40 pm Mobile Library   Village Hall 
13th 7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting  Cardwell Pavilion 
14th 7.45 pm  W.I .Christmas Party (TBC) Village Hall 
24th    Christmas Eve 
 11.00 pm  Midnight Mass   All Saints Church 
25th    Christmas Day 
26th    Boxing Day 
31st     New Year’s Eve 
January 
1st    New Year’s Day 
10th 7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting  Cardwell Pavilion 
13th 12.10-12.40 pm Mobile Library   Village  Hall 
February 
14th  7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting  Cardwell Pavilion 
9th 12.10-12.40 pm Mobile Library   Village Hall 
9th – 12th   Pantomime – Goldilocks  Village Hall 
March 
9th 12.10-12.40 pm Mobile Library   Village Hall 
New additions in red. 
Please send information for Village Diary and Regular Meetings to 
Carole Findlay 01622.583636   
hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com  
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An elderly couple died and were received by St Peter through the Pearly 
Gates into heaven. They found it a wonderful place. The husband said to his 
wife: “If you hadn’t fed us such healthy food all our marriage, we could have 
reached here years ago.” 

At a drinks party at a wealthy golf club, the conversation turned to the 
subject of ancestry. "Of course, we trace our family back to coming over 
with William the Conqueror,” observed one lady with satisfaction.  She turned 
to a second woman, who was new to the club, and asked, "What about you 
dear? Can you go back very far?” 
 

"Not very far,” came the reply.  “You see, all the early family records were 
lost in the Flood."  

EDITOR’S NOTES—November 2021 
Have you got used to the new time yet? 
 

November is proving a busier month.  Fireworks at The Lance Memorial Field 
on Friday, 5th November – gates open at 5.30 p.m.  (see advert) 
 

Remembrance Sunday takes place on Sunday, 14th November.  A 
Remembrance Service will beheld at All Saints Church at 11. am.  Don’t forget 
to buy your poppy. 
 

The Parish Assembly takes place on Monday, 15th November – 7.30 pm at the 
Village Hall.  Contact the Parish Clerk if you wish to take part. 
 

Advent and the new Church Year begins on 28th November.  The beginning of 
the real preparations for Christmas.  Let’s hope it doesn’t get cancelled at the 
last minute this year.  (Last year I had a fridge full of food, while my sister-in-law 
had to chase round to find a crust to eat!) 
 

The Men’s Breakfast is back!  8.30 am for a Full English Breakfast (with Guest 
Speaker) at the Dirty Habit on Saturday, 27th November.  Contact Jim Findlay 
on jwmfindlay@hotmail.com if you would like to join in.  Places are going fast. 
(see advert). 
 

I have checked on the Mobile Library.  Timetables may have changed (or I 
may have missed the changes!) and it would seem it is now running on a four 
week schedule – Red and Blue, Week 1 or Week 2.  Hollingbourne is on Red 1, 
which means the next visit is due on (?) . (Maybe someone can give me a 
steer!) 
 

Detling are running two events this month - the Poetry of Pam Ayres on the 6th 
and their Christmas Fayre on the 20th (see diary). 
 

Village organisations seem to be emerging from the chrysalis of Covid 
Lockdown and I am looking forward to hearing of plans for all groups and 
societies for 2022. 
 

Contact Carole Findlay at  
Hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com to put information, 
corrections etc. in the December issue, preferably by 10th December. 

mailto:hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com
mailto:jwmfindlay@hotmail.com
mailto:Hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com
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HOLLINGBOURNE PARISH 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

The Next Meetings are to be held on  
Monday, 8th November 

Parish Assembly—15th November 
13th December 

11th January, 2022 
At 7.30 pm 

At The Cardwell Pavilion 
Residents and representatives of the media interested in joining the 
meeting should contact the Clerk via pchollingbourne@gmail.com .   

The Parish Council’s aim is to include them within the meeting.* 
There will be a 10 minute interval before the meeting to 

allow members of the public to speak 

 
 
 
 
Pets and fireworks- RSPCA Advice 

 

As we come into this year’s Firework season and prepare for the Village 
fireworks then please do remember to look after your pets. 
 

The RSPCA advice for looking after pets during fireworks is below 
 

How to calm dogs during fireworks 
 

Walk them during daylight hours to avoid times when fireworks are 
likely to be set off 

Close windows and curtains to muffle the sound of fireworks 
Put on some music or tv to mask the firework sounds 
Create a quiet space where your dog can feel in control 
Create some hiding places around your home 
 

Cats 
Provide hiding places in your home 
Cats can become more stressed if they’re outside during fireworks 
Microchip your cats in case they’re startled and escape outside 
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The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 
 
My dear Nephew Darren, 
 

You really should not worry about having reversed your car into the bishop’s 
gatepost, knocking it over and destroying his rose-beds.  It gives him an 
opportunity to exercise Christian forgiveness.  Your real mistake was scribbling 
a note of apology and pushing it through his letterbox . Far better would have 
been to have sent an anonymous letter (and to have written it on lined 
notepaper in capital letters, preferably in green ink, to make it look truly 
authentic) saying that you had seen the archdeacon do it, and then you had 
watched him drive off without stopping.  That would have taken the minds of 
the senior clergy away from parish matters for quite some time. 
 

No, never worry about the wrath of bishops; dangers lurk much nearer home.  
For a start, never incur the displeasure of your flower arrangers.  I only crossed 
their path once – and arrived in church the following Sunday, to see a ten-
foot-high floral arrangement at the front of church.  I assumed it was by way 
of making amends, until I discovered it had been placed in front of the pulpit.  
I was obliged to preach, hidden behind a large multicoloured hedge, while 
the congregation listened to what were apparently talking chrysanthemums.  
 

A colleague offended his own ladies and arrived to find that the contents of 
the safe had been removed and replaced with all those exotic pieces of 
equipment that seem to be indispensable for arranging flowers.  He was 
obliged to administer Communion using a small vase until peace was re-
established and his chalice returned to him. 
 

Similarly, organists are a delicate breed.  Congratulate him on the anthem, 
and if it happened to be unaccompanied, he would assume you were 
implying that the services were better without his playing.  Offend your 
organist and you can be guaranteed that hymns will be played at either half 
or double speed, stopping one verse short and that the final piece of music 
as you process out will stop, leaving you and the choir stranded halfway 
down the aisle. 
 

And finally, never, ever upset your verger.  One forgotten Christmas present 
and you can be sure you will get half-way through a baptism to find he hasn’t 
put water in the font; at marriage services, the sheets for last week’s funeral 
will have been accidentally put out and when you sit in your stall you will 
discover where he now stores the mop and bucket. 
 

No, bishops are warm, fluffy bunnies; real dangers lurks much nearer home. 
 

Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

mailto:pchollingbourne@gmail.com
https://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/pets/general/fireworks
https://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/pets/general/microchipping
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Compassionate and caring service 
For the bereaved day or 
night 
 
Michael Lawrence 
Funeral Director 
 

Rik Moore 
6 Marlborough Parade, Beverley Road, Barming, Maidstone, ME16 
9JN.  
Tel: 01622 920300 
barming@familyfuneralservice.net 
 

Karan LeQuelenec 
4 Cavendish Way, Bearsted, Maidstone,  ME15 8PW. 
Tel: 01622 920305  
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READING GROUP NOVEMBER 2021 
 

At long last there is another Amor Towles book.  ‘A Gentleman in Moscow’ is 
my favourite book, but now there is a new one, ‘The Lincoln Highway’, which 
will go on my Christmas list. 
 
The book charts now have two books by Richard Osman, ‘The Thursday 
Murder Club’ and the sequel, ’The Man Who Died Twice’.   Once again, JK 
Rowling is in the charts with ‘The Christmas Pig’, which I have bought for our 
grandson. 
 

I have just finished reading a book which I enjoyed, but was disappointed 
when it just stopped. There was no ending where all the loose ends are tied 
up, nothing.  I suppose this means that there will be a sequel.   In schools & 
colleges pupils are taught the form of a story which must have a beginning, a 
middle, and an end.  Exams are marked on this.  Not true any more. However, 
I think that Dickens & Roald Dahl went against traditional form in order to 
create tension & suspense. 
 

It is at this time of year that we begin to think about what books we would like 
for Christmas, nice, hard-back books that are wonderful to hold and end up 
sitting on the coffee table.  I shall choose my own and not be swayed by the 
publishers who advertise the latest celebrity autobiographies or cookbooks.  
 

Great fun researching. 
 

Dawn Perry 
880634 

Small animals 
Partly cover outside cages and pens with blankets so an area is sound-

proofed and hidden, but allow another area for the animals to look 
out 

Provide bedding small animals can burrow in 
Consider bringing them indoors – this will need to be done gradually so 

plan ahead 
 

Keeping horses safe during fireworks 
 

It’s not just animals in the home that can be scared of fireworks – horses 
 can be too. 

Check locally to see if there are going to be any firework displays in your 
area 

Where possible – tell the organisers of firework displays that horses are 
nearby and ask them to set off their fireworks in the opposite direc-
tion 

For top tips on keeping your horse safe and secure during the firework 
season – please follow the advice from the British Horse Society 

mailto:barming@familyfuneralservice.net
https://www.bhs.org.uk/advice-and-information/safety-advice-and-information/common-incidents/fireworks


8 

Robbery in Hasteds 
Villagers are reminded to be extremely careful as the nights draw in as last 
night a home in Hasteds was robbed overnight, and cars broken into in 
Godfrey Meadow at around 1:40-2:20am. 
 

If anyone recognises this person caught on camera then please do come 
forward with any information. 

                   

Good to slow down in the rain 
 

A cut to the speed limit on motorways in wet weather would be backed by 
the majority of UK motorists.  Such is the finding of a recent poll by the RAC, 
following a rise in serious accidents. 
 

Almost three-quarters of us would be in favour of following the French method 
of lowering the speed limit on all major roads when it rains.  The Highway Code 
states that stopping distances in wet weather are at least double those on dry 
roads, as tyres have less grip. 
 

A spokesman for the RAC said that figures show that ‘driving too fast for the 
conditions’ and ‘slippery roads’ are still among the top 10 reasons for 
motorway collisions, and they “contribute to significant numbers of serious 
injuries and even deaths each year.” 

Remembrance Service 
 

14th November, 2021 
 

10.45 am Remembrance Service at  
All Saints Church 
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Fire Wood 

Logs 

Kindling 
Seasoned firewood 

suitable for all fires from 

local coppiced woods. 
 

Please call Norman 

07733.328715 

CARPETS, VINYL & NATU-
RAL FLOORING 
ALL LEADING BRANDS SUPPLIED & INSTALLED 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
QUALITY, RELIABILITY & VALUE AS STANDARD 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A FAMILY RUN BUSINES FOR OVER 25 YEARS 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SAMPLES BROUGHT TO YOUR HOME 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CHOOSING CARPETS 
MADE EASY 

01622 880596 
mpflooringltd@btconnect.com 

FULLY INSURED 

Little Pyne Trees 
For All your gardening needs 
*Regular weekly / fortnightly* 

*One off jobs* 
Friendly Lady Gardeners 

07816.539696 
pynetrees@googlemail.com 

Pest Purge Ltd 
       For all your  
   pest problems 

 

Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fleas 
Wasps, Rabbits, Fox and Birds 

No job too small, same day 
support 

Talk to your local, friendly Pest 
Control Business 

  

 
Architectural & Interior Design 

 

  Residential             Commercial   
 Extensions              Alterations 
New Builds       Bldg Regs 
LA Planning & Listed Buildings 

Tel: 01622 880006 / 07785 544255 
PORTICO ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS 

6 Tilefields, Hollingbourne,        ME17 
1TZ 

E-mail: info@portico-uk.com 
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Harvest comes around every year and we are always thankful for the 
donations that come our way. The store room is full to the brim.  We only have 
so much space for these wonderful donations, so if you would still like to make 
a harvest contribution we would be grateful if it came in the form of a 
donation via our Virgin Giving page - hit the yellow button 'support us' button 
on our website. 
 

We would also like to take this opportunity to let you know that with the closing 
of Virgin Giving in November 2021, we will be moving to a new donation 
platform. Full details will be distributed shortly and we apologise for any 
inconvenience this may cause. 
 

If your church/school/organisation has made a donation and hasen't been 
mentioned please do contact news@homelesscare.org.uk to be featured in 
next month's newsletter and on our social media. 
 

Please do continue to support Maidstone Homeless Care, especially as the 
nights are drawing in and the temperature is dropping.   
 

Visit the website :  homelesscare.org.uk. 

FLOWER ROTA  
FOR ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

 
 

Volunteers (more always welcome) decorate the church.  A rota 
needs to be distributed.  At the moment, each volunteer is allocated 
two two-week dates roughly six months apart (making four weeks in 
all) and everyone chips in for the great Festivals. 
 
If you would be willing to add your name to the list of volunteers 
please contact Val Lurcock (880694) or Christine Jones (688830). 
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The Hollingbourne Pantomime is alive 
and kicking and ready and prepared to go 
forward to a new production in 2022! 
 

This time we have a new writer, Jerry 
Osborn, who has trodden the boards in 
past shows and has come up with an 
entirely new and original version of  the 
classic ‘Goldilocks’. 
 

We’ll be looking for back-stage crew who 
like making scenery, painting or generally 
doing stuff. 
 

The shows will go on from the 9th to 
12th February, 2022, in the Hall, so make 
a note in your diary for the best, all home 
produced local panto there is! 
 

Looking forward to seeing you all! 
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Music Notes November 2021 
 

At last, the programme of local amateur concerts is back to full strength.  I 
am able to revert to providing a list which will keep you entertained for much 
of the month.  Check the timings – some artists seem reluctant to add the 
time to their publicity, so you will have to buy a ticket perhaps to find out 
when it starts!  Anyway, here is the list: 
 

Saturday, 13th November, 7.30 pm in Holy Cross Church, Bearsted ME14 4EE, 
Bearsted Choral Society’s first concert of the season is of Mozart's Requiem 
Mass and Joseph Haydn's Little Organ Mass.  Tickets at the door or via 
tickets@bearstedchoral.org.uk 
 

Saturday, 20th November, 7.00 pm in All Saints’ Church, Mill St., Maidstone 
ME15 6YE, The Maidstone Singers are joining forces with the Central Band of 
the Royal British Legion to celebrate the 100th birthday of the Royal British 
Legion.  The concert will include Sir Karl Jenkin’s The Armed Man – a moving 
Mass for Peace.  Tickets contact: tickets@themaidstonesingers.org.uk 
 

Sunday, 21st November, 7.30 pm at All Saints’ Church, Mill St., Maidstone ME15 
6YE, Sutton Valence Choral Society perform Fauré’s Requiem and several 
works by Handel. Tickets 01622 861313 
 

Saturday, 27th November, 7.30pm at Mote Hall, Maidstone ME15 7RN, 
Maidstone Symphony Orchestra’s second concert of the season features 
French oboist, Olivier Stankiewicz, in Mozart’s Oboe Concerto.  The concert 
also includes works by Rossini and Brahms.  Tickets Phone 0333 666 3366. 
 

Saturday, 4th December, 4.00pm at All Saints’ Church, Mill St., Maidstone ME15 
6YE, Maidstone Choral Union will hold an afternoon Christmas concert which 
will include Wassail by Alexander L’Estrange and Carols for choir and 
Audience.  Tickets from mcuconertmansager@gmail.com or at the door. 
 

If you are unable to get out – and I know some of us are still self-isolating – 
remember BBC Radio 3 provides a quality afternoon concert every weekday 
at 2.00pm.  It lasts till 5 pm every weekday, except Wednesday, when Choral 
Evensong takes over at 3.30pm.   There is a further concert broadcast from a 
leading concert hall at 7.30 pm every weekday.  
 

BJH 

War does not determine who is right - only who is left. – Bertrand Russell 

Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in a 
garage makes you a car. – Billy Sunday 

A Sunday school class was studying the Ten Commandments. They were 
ready to discuss the last one. The teacher asked if anyone could tell her what 
it was. Susie raised her hand, stood tall, and quoted, "Thou shall not take the 
covers off the neighbour's wife."  
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A woman was trying hard to get the 
ketchup to come out of the bottle. 
During her struggle the phone rang 
so she asked her four-year old 
daughter to answer it.   
 

"It's the minister, Mum," the child said 
to her mother. Then she told her 
caller: “Mummy can't come to the 
phone right now. She's hitting the 
bottle."  

People at my workplace have started 
a funny new tradition where they give 
names to the food in the office fridge. 
Today I ate a sandwich called Mark, 
followed by some cake called Rosie.   

In filling out an application, where it 
says, 'In case of emergency, notify’: I 
put 'DOCTOR.' 

Change is inevitable, except from a 
vending machine. 

mailto:tickets@bearstedchoral.org.uk
mailto:tickets@themaidstonesingers.org.uk
mailto:mcuconertmansager@gmail.com
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Do you prefer using cash? 
 

Access to cash is still an ‘essential piece of infrastructure’ for elderly people. 
Cutting them off from cash and banking services is tantamount to excluding 
them from society. 
 

So warns Age UK, which has been pointing to recent figures from the 
Financial Conduct Authority that show that about 2.4million people aged 65 
and over still rely on cash in their day-to-day life. That represents about a fifth 
of all older people. And while cash use has plummeted during the 
pandemic, Age UK stresses that it would be a mistake to assume that 
everyone can make all their financial transactions digitally. 
 

A YouGov survey in January 2021 found that more than half of over-65s in the 
UK had used cash within the previous week.   

Contactless payment limit goes up 
 

The contactless payment limit has just more than doubled. It now stands at 
£100.  And while this will be more convenient to many of us, it is also “a thief’s 
dream.” 
 

So say the critics. As one financial expert from fund shop AJ Bell, points out: 
“By spending £100 a pop without having to put in a PIN, it will be very easy for 
thieves to blitz through money quickly, before you even spot that your card is 
lost or has been stolen.” 
 

Another finance expert, from the consumer group Fairer Finance adds: “it’s 
much more attractive for petty criminals to steal cards and use them a few 
times if they can spend up to a three-figure sum.”   

Political campaign: a war in which everybody shoots from the lip. 
 

Power will intoxicate the best hearts, as wine the strongest heads.  No man is 
wise enough, nor good enough, to be trusted with unlimited power.  – Charles 
Caleb Colton 
 

A clear conscience is the sure sign of a bad memory. – Mark Twain 
 

He uses statistics as a drunken man uses lamp-posts... for support rather than 
illumination. - Andrew Lang 
 

Some cause happiness wherever they go; others, whenever they go. - Oscar 
Wilde 
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To advertise in this 
magazine, please 

contact Phil Smith on 
01622.880.680 

philip.smithsmith@ 
btinternet.com 

 

when replying to an advertisement, please mention this 
publication 

01622 880031 

We Clean So You Don’t 
Have To! 

Domestic Cleaning 

mailto:philip.smithsmith@btinternet.com
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MEN’S BREAKFAST 
 

FULL ENGLISH 
 

GUEST SPEAKER 
 

08.30 am at THE DIRTY HABIT 
SATURDAY, 27th November, 2021. 

 

£9.00 
 

Contact : Jim Findlay 583636 
Email: jwmfindlay@hotmail.com  

Love your trees:  27th November – 5th December 
 

National Tree Week is the UK’s largest annual tree celebration, marking 
the start of the winter tree planting season (November to March each 
year). This year, it runs from Saturday 27th November to Sunday 5th 
December. It is a good time to both celebrate your current trees, and to 
plant more trees in your area. You don’t have to necessarily hug a tree 
to prove your appreciation; there are plenty of other ways to support 
them. Visit: 
 

https://treecouncil.org.uk/take-action/seasonal-campaigns/national-
tree-week/ 

Hollingbourne Meadows Trust  

If you are not currently a Member or ‘Friend of the Meadows’ and 
would like to support this asset which is for the whole community  or 
if anyone is interested in sponsoring a tree which would make a great 
present for a loved one, then please visit 
www.hollingbournemeadowstrust.co.uk or any member of the Trust. 
There is more information on the HMT website along with the details 
of other projects and this can be found on 
www.hollingbournemeadowstrust.co.uk, on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/Project100HMTL/ and there is also a website 
where donations can be made at https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/
hollingbournemeadowstrust.  
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DETLING CHURCH EVENTS 
 

Please find below a list of fund-raising events and contact the named person 
for each to book and secure your tickets asap. 
 

Saturday, 6th November - A humorous recital of the poetry of Pam Ayres by 
Sue Spiel takes place @ Detling Church on at 7.30pm.  Tickets £5 to include 
tea/coffee and a slice of cake.  Contact Steve on 01622.736034 or e 
mail sw_west@btinternet.com 
  

Saturday, 20th November - Detling Village Christmas Bazaar takes place on @ 
Detling Village Hall.  If you would like a stall for this event the cost is £10.  For 
further information contact Sally on 07376.295007. 
 

http://www.hollingbournemeadowstrust.co.uk/
http://www.hollingbournemeadowstrust.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Project100HMTL/
https://www.facebook.com/Project100HMTL/
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/hollingbournemeadowstrust
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/hollingbournemeadowstrust
mailto:sw_west@btinternet.com
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Good news for coffee lovers 
 

If you drink a cup of coffee a day, you could reduce your risk of having a 
stroke by a fifth. 
 

A recent study, by researchers at Semmelweis University in Budapest, found 
that people who drink a moderate amount of coffee (from half a cup to 
three cups a day) are 21 per cent less likely to have a stroke, as compared 
to people who avoid coffee completely. 
 

About 100,000 people in the UK suffer a stroke each year, and it is the fourth 
leading cause of death, just behind dementia, heart disease and lung 
cancer. 

WI NEWS NOVEMBER 2021 
 

Andrea managed to organise the Litter Pick to finish just before the 
downpour began so we could hot foot home, warmed by the buoyant 
feeling that doing a good deed gives you. 
 

We enjoyed our coffee and cakes 96th anniversary celebration held at the 
Sugar Loaves. Thanks to Steve and to Dexter his dog who joined in by 
enjoying a 'Woofin' (a dog muffin). 
 

Our members welcomed the return of Peter Griffith, who entertained us and 
our visitors with Part 2 of his Sat Nav to Sextant talk.  This phase of Peter's flying 
career was an even more colourful presentation of his life in the air.  I can 
only list the highlights: bringing a toilet through customs; delivering equipment 
for the Gulf War; sea planes in Ankara where the crew flew in WADERS to 
cope with the terrain; how to cope with bears in Alaska (talk to them;  
working for Warren Buffet flying the very, very rich and famous (the interiors of 
the planes were mind-blowingly luxurious - including a golden seat). 
However, his greatest joy was flying a Spitfire over Kent.  All illustrated with 
wonderful videos.  
 

We have been given a book entitled 'The Country Housewife's Handbook’ 
compiled by the West Kent Association.  Printed in 1943 this contained 
recipes for wine, beer, make do and mend and what every woman really 
needs to know - how to make a dry stone wall.  We feel quite adventurous 
making our own Christmas Wreaths in November with greenery collected 
from around the village! 
 

On Tuesday, 16th November, our speaker will be Katherine Hook.  Her talk is 
entitled 'Sloe Seduction' in which she shows the many ways that chocolate 
and sloes can be combined to make irresistible eats. 
 

Visitors are very welcome after 8pm at the Village Hall. £3 on the door.  
 

Val Williams 
Secretary: Hollingbourne WI 

If you buy the December issue of Good Housekeeping you will find an article abo
and the adventurous things she did to celebrate her 80
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LEEDS CASTLE 
 

As I write, the sunshine has returned, but there is a definite nip in the air in the 
mornings and the trees are changing colour, so we will soon be into Autumn 
Colours season at the Castle – a perfect time to bundle up warm for an 
autumnal walk, with a warming hot chocolate or coffee en route.  
 

As the seasons change, we have introduced a couple of new experiences – 
Meet the Birds of Prey and Garden Tours.  Meet the Birds gives you a chance 
to get up close with owls and hawks and to ask all those things you have 
always wondered about these magnificent birds.  It is remarkably relaxing 
stroking an owl, so I hope many of you will get an opportunity to do so over 
the coming months.   
 

Garden Tours are now also available, led from Visitor Reception through the 
history and planting designs of the Princess Alexandra Gardens and Pavilion 
Lawn, to the Culpeper and Lady Baillie Mediterranean Gardens, designed by 
Russell Page, one of the 20th Century’s leading landscape architects.  Book 
your place on the Leeds Castle website.  
 

During September we ran our first ever sculpture event with A Botanical 
Showcase, featuring more than 30 stunning artworks from contemporary 
sculptors, situated all around the estate.  This was extremely popular with 
visitors and many people (including myself!) were fooled into thinking that 
some of the sculptures were actual plants.  
 

At October Half Term we will be running Hallowe’en at Leeds Castle, with a 
series of spooky themed activities for families to enjoy.  Autumn colours will 
also be out around that time and are expected to be especially good this 
year, given the weather conditions.   So don’t forget to check these out 
during October/November on your footpath walks and visits.  
 

The popular Fireworks Spectacular takes place on Saturday, 6th  and 
Sunday ,7th  November and is now completely sold out.  I hope many of you 
will join us to enjoy the biggest and best pyrotechnic display in the South-East.    
 

From 27th  November to 2nd January, we will be hosting Christmas at the 
Castle, this year with a Twelve Days of Christmas theme.  There will be a series 
of artistic installations, each representing one of the days, some with 
interactive elements that are ideal for family fun.  If you are looking for 
Instagrammable moments, this should do the trick very nicely.  We will also be 
decorating the Castle with its traditional Christmas trees.   
 

We have hosted over 45 weddings during August and September, with many 
postponed from last year.  It was great to see the Castle back into 
celebration mode and to welcome so many couples for their special day.  
 

The next phase of the major project to conserve the stonework of the Castle is 
now under way, with scaffolding going up as I write.  This project will be 
completed over the autumn and winter, with replacement of lime mortar and 
repairs to the original stonework.   
 
 23 

25 years ago, on 30th November, 1996, that England officially returned the 
Stone of Scone to Scotland after 700 years.  It was the coronation stone of the 
Scottish and (later) English and British monarchs.  Scotland agreed to loan the 
Stone to Westminster Abbey for future coronations.   
 

20 years ago, from 12th to 13th November, 2001, that the Afghanistan’s ruling 
Taliban abandoned the capital without a fight, as a coalition of US/NATO and 
Northern Alliance forces entered the city. 
 

Also 20 years ago, on 29th November, 2001, that George Harrison, British rock 
guitarist, singer and songwriter with the Beatles, died.   
 

15 years ago, on 13th November, 2006, that Google acquired the video-
sharing site YouTube. 

Manufacturer of all types of 
 garden buildings 

All buildings made to order 
Prices inc VAT, Delivery & 

 Erection 
We only use tanlised timber 

Tel. 01622 880031 
www.shedsandshelters.co.uk 

Sheds and Shelters 
Ltd 

When the vicar moved his family into the large Victorian vicarage, a member 
of the congregation asked the young son how he liked his new home. “It’s 
great,” the little boy replied. “At last I have my own room, and Mike has his 
own room, and Jemma has her own room, and Robbie has his own room. But 
poor Mum is still in with Dad." 

A little girl attempted the Lord’s Prayer: “Our Father, who does art in 
heaven, Harold is your name. Amen." 
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All in the month of NOVEMBER 
 

It was: 
 

200 years ago, on 11th November, 1821, that Fyodor Dostoevsky, the Russian 
novelist, short story writer and journalist was born.  Best known for his novel 
‘Crime and Punishment’. 
 

150 years ago, on 10th November, 1871, that Welsh journalist and explorer, 
Henry Morton Stanley, located the missing missionary and explorer, Dr David 
Livingstone near Lake Tanganyika, in present-day Tanzania . He might or 
might not have greeted him with the words: “Doctor Livingstone, I presume?” 
 

125 years ago, on 16th November, 1896, that Oswald Mosley, British fascist 
politician, was born.  Imprisoned for three years in 1940 for founding the British 
Union of Fascists. 
 

100 years ago, on 11th November, 1921, that Remembrance poppies were 
sold for the first time in British and Commonwealth countries to 
commemorate military personnel who died in war.  In the UK they are sold by 
the Royal British Legion to raise funds for current and former members of the 
British Armed Forces.  Around 30 million poppies are sold each year. 
 

90 years ago, on 30th November, 1931, that the Crystal Palace in London was 
destroyed by fire. 
 

80 years ago, on 13th November, 1941, that the British aircraft carrier, HMS Ark 
Royal, was torpedoed by a German submarine in the Mediterranean Sea 
near Gibraltar.    It sank the following day. 
 

65 years ago, on 5th November, 1956, that Premium Bonds went on sale in the 
UK.  They were designed to encourage people to save, and they offered 
cash prizes instead of interest.   
 

50 years ago, on 14th November, 1971, that NASA’s Mariner 9 spacecraft 
(launched that May) reached Mars.  It was the first spacecraft to orbit 
another planet.  Mars was engulfed in a planet-wide dust storm at the time, 
but 85% of the surface was eventually imaged.  Mariner 9 was deactivated in 
October, 1972. 
 

40 years ago, on 12th November, 1981, that the US Space Shuttle Columbia 
was launched on its second flight into space, becoming the world’s first 
reusable manned spacecraft. 
 

30 years ago, on 5th November, 1991, that Robert Maxwell, Czech-born British 
newspaper publisher, media proprietor and politician, was found dead at 
sea off Tenerife.  Following his death, he was found to have fraudulently 
misappropriated the Mirror Group’s pension fund. 
 

Also 30 years ago on 18th November, 1991, that the Church of England 
envoy, Terry Waite, and American educator, Thomas Sutherland, were 
released by Islamic Jihad in Lebanon after being held hostage since January, 
1987, and June, 1985, respectively. 
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This programme, which will continue for at least the next 5–7 years, is essential 
to safeguard the Castle for future generations, but hugely expensive.  We 
have secured some funding from Historic England to cover 80% of this cost 
and will need to seek funding from other sources to complete the following 
phases over the next few years.  
 

Hoping your October is good.  
 

Helen Bonser-Wilton 
Chief Executive 

Local professional mortgage advice and recommendations to 
include… 

 

Purchases/Re-mortgages/First-Time-Buyers               
Buy-To-Let/Let-To-Buy/Right-To-Buy           

Commercial Mortgages/Equity Release               
Building & Contents/Life Protection                      

Critical Illness Protection/Income Protection 
 

Please contact GREG on 07956 549488 or 
Email: greg@braemarms.co.uk 

CeMAP & CeRER qualified 
 

Braemar Mortgage Services Limited is an independent mortgage adviser and registered with the 
Financial Conduct Authority – FCA No. 495806 

Is it hard to park your car in the garage?   
 

It is not your fault: the bestselling modern cars have become bigger by about 
up to a third.  A comparison of the most popular models sold in 1965 and 2020 
had found that most popular modern models have expanded from 59 inches 
(1.5m) in width to 71 inches (1.8m) in width. Their length has gone from 153.5 
inches (3.9m) to 169 inches (4.3m).  The most popular 2020 model, the Ford 
Fiesta, has a width of 66 inches (1.7m). 
 

Yet the average garage door is still only 82 inches wide (2.1m), often leaving 
just six inches (15cm) each side of the vehicle. 
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What is outside your front door?   
 

Our traditional front gardens are disappearing at a phenomenal rate, as 
more and more of us turn our green space into a driveway for car parking. 
 

More than one in 10 (12 per cent) of people in the UK have now converted 
either some of or all their front garden into a parking spot, according to a 
recent survey by Direct Line Home Insurance. 
 

It seems that homeowners are fed up with crawling the streets outside their 
properties looking for a space to park, and they are reluctant to leave their 
vehicles too far from their doorstep.   

Are any of your friends ‘flakes’? 
 

If so, you will know the scenario: they happily agree a plan with you to do 
something, and then at the last minute, they cancel and don’t show.  As one 
sufferer of flaky friends put it: “Flakes are on a rise of epidemic proportions. 
People are becoming less reliable… the younger the generation, the worse it 
gets.” 
 

Of course, it is easier to flake in the digital age. It is easier to text a 
cancellation than to tell someone face to face that you are letting them 
down.   
 

But if you are a flake, and you do it too often, beware: your friends may begin 
to distance themselves from you. Who wants to be friends with someone who 
is unreliable?” 

When Lot’s wife looked back,” 
said the Sunday School teacher, 
“what happened to her?”  “She 
was transmuted into chloride of 
sodium,” replied the boy with the 
high IQ. 

Reporter: “What do you think is 
the trouble with farming these 
days?”   
Old farmer: “Well – in my day 
when we talked about what we 
could raise on 60 acres, we 
meant maize, not bank loans.” 

Be careful about reading health 
books. You may die of a misprint. - 
Mark Twain 

I am a mental tourist. My mind 
wanders. 
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CARDWELL PAVILION 
 

FOR THAT SPECIAL PARTY OR 
MEETING.  WE CAN CATER 

FOR YOUR NEEDS 
 

Please call 
07932.164839 

 Gary Tickle  
Conservation bricklayer/ 

builder 
All building works 

undertaken  
 

Specialising in :-  
Alterations, chimneys 

Brickwork, lime mortar  
& flint work 

 
Mobile: 07710 096506 
Home: 01795 881784 

 
Email: Gary-

tickle@outlook.com 

Pest Control Services 
All Pest Problems Dealt With Including: 

Rats Mice Moles Rabbits Insects 
Wasps Squirrels  

Bee Swarms Removed 
 

Discreet And Prompt Service  
Fully Insured 

Andy Pink 
01622.884774 or 07761.559744 

A D Pink Electrical 
Local Family Business 

All types of electrical installations  
Full rewires to single sockets 
Garden and security lighting 

Fully insured 
NICEIC Part P Domestic Installer 

 Tel 01622 884774/07761559744 
Email: andypink1@aol.com        
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HOLLINGBOURNE VILLAGE FIREWORKS 2021  
  

This year marks the 15th anniversary of this event and it will be held 
on Friday, 5th November, at The Lance Memorial Field (Cardwell 
Pavilion).  The gates will open at 5.30pm.  Please enter the field by 
either the corner entrance (near the playpark) or the vehicle main 
gate.  For safety reasons the footpath entrance at the corner of 
Greenway Court Road will be closed for the duration of the event - 
please use the vehicle entrance on foot as an alternative.  
 

Licenced Bar, BBQ, Brownie Stall of goodies. Tickets are  £ 5 each, 
under 5s are free. Please email 
hollingbournefireworks@hotmail.com, stating the number of 
tickets you require and I will send BACS details for payment by 
return.  Tickets are also available at Woods Village Shop.  Please 
note that no physical tickets are being issued, advance sales will be 
added to a pre-paid gate list.  
 
This event is run by villagers for the villagers.  Come along and make 
it an evening out for the family with great company, fine ales, tasty 
affordable food and lots of whizzes and bangs.  ALL profits from this 
lovely local event will go back to Hollingbourne Village 
organisations. 
 

THIS IS A ‘CASH ONLY’ EVENT 
 

'The small print'  
 

No personal fireworks are permitted.  Children must be supervised at all times.  
Lighting will be limited, so please bring sturdy footwear and a torch or two.  There is 
no parking at this event, so please park sensibly with respect for other road users, 
the village residents and, if at all possible, walk to the event.  Please do not attempt 
to park in Culpeper Close or in Hasteds. Toilet facilities will not be available at this 
venue.  Please buy your sweets/glow sticks/goodies from the Brownie stall inside the 
event and not hawkers sited outside the venue. 
 
See you all there!  
 

Beccy Stroud 
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Our affection for Premium Bonds  
 

Some 65 years ago, on 5th November 1956, Premium Bonds went on sale in 
the UK.  They were designed to encourage people to save, and they offered 
cash prizes instead of interest.  
 

The idea was to persuade people to save again following the Second World 
War, and on the first day alone, £5 million worth of Bonds were bought 
(equivalent to about £120 million today). The name of the machine that 
generated the winning numbers – the Electronic Random Number Indicator 
Equipment, shortened inevitably to Ernie – became common in everyday 
conversation. 
 

There is no guarantee that you will ever win, which in many people’s eyes 
defines Premium Bonds as gambling, though the counter to that argument is 
that you can never lose your stake. You do, however, lose whatever interest 
you would have accrued if you had invested your money elsewhere. 
 

The current odds against each £1 Bond winning a prize are 34,500 to 1. This 
has been described as “a gamble with very poor odds”. Nevertheless 
Premium Bonds are said to be held by more than 22 million people, or about 
1 in 3 of the UK population.  

Why you should never play fetch with sticks  
 

Dogs and sticks do not mix, and now vets have issued a warning about the 
possible dangers. 
 

Following two incidents where dogs chasing sticks impaled themselves and 
nearly died, the British Veterinary Association (BVA) warns that getting your 
dog to run with a stick can be life-threatening, and as it can lodge down their 
throat or puncture their soft palette or even paws. 
 

Instead, people should use blunt toys that cannot piece flesh, such as rubber 
sticks, balls and frisbees. 
 

Senior vice-president of the BVA said: “Vets frequently see dog injuries caused 
by sticks, ranging from cuts and scrapes in the mouth to the stick becoming 
lodged in their throat.  I have seen cases of traumatic stick injuries that have 
needed extensive surgery to fix. 
 

“We would never discourage owners from exercising or playing with their dog, 
but our advice is to swap sticks for dog-safe toys instead, and so avoid such 
easily preventable and distressing injuries.”    
 
(Editor’s Note : This happened to my son’s Labrador.  An expensive trip to the 
vet when he impaled a stick in his throat.) 



18 

HOLLINGBOURNE VILLAGE FIREWORKS 2021  
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Our affection for Premium Bonds  
 

Some 65 years ago, on 5th November 1956, Premium Bonds went on sale in 
the UK.  They were designed to encourage people to save, and they offered 
cash prizes instead of interest.  
 

The idea was to persuade people to save again following the Second World 
War, and on the first day alone, £5 million worth of Bonds were bought 
(equivalent to about £120 million today). The name of the machine that 
generated the winning numbers – the Electronic Random Number Indicator 
Equipment, shortened inevitably to Ernie – became common in everyday 
conversation. 
 

There is no guarantee that you will ever win, which in many people’s eyes 
defines Premium Bonds as gambling, though the counter to that argument is 
that you can never lose your stake. You do, however, lose whatever interest 
you would have accrued if you had invested your money elsewhere. 
 

The current odds against each £1 Bond winning a prize are 34,500 to 1. This 
has been described as “a gamble with very poor odds”. Nevertheless 
Premium Bonds are said to be held by more than 22 million people, or about 
1 in 3 of the UK population.  

Why you should never play fetch with sticks  
 

Dogs and sticks do not mix, and now vets have issued a warning about the 
possible dangers. 
 

Following two incidents where dogs chasing sticks impaled themselves and 
nearly died, the British Veterinary Association (BVA) warns that getting your 
dog to run with a stick can be life-threatening, and as it can lodge down their 
throat or puncture their soft palette or even paws. 
 

Instead, people should use blunt toys that cannot piece flesh, such as rubber 
sticks, balls and frisbees. 
 

Senior vice-president of the BVA said: “Vets frequently see dog injuries caused 
by sticks, ranging from cuts and scrapes in the mouth to the stick becoming 
lodged in their throat.  I have seen cases of traumatic stick injuries that have 
needed extensive surgery to fix. 
 

“We would never discourage owners from exercising or playing with their dog, 
but our advice is to swap sticks for dog-safe toys instead, and so avoid such 
easily preventable and distressing injuries.”    
 
(Editor’s Note : This happened to my son’s Labrador.  An expensive trip to the 
vet when he impaled a stick in his throat.) 
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What is outside your front door?   
 

Our traditional front gardens are disappearing at a phenomenal rate, as 
more and more of us turn our green space into a driveway for car parking. 
 

More than one in 10 (12 per cent) of people in the UK have now converted 
either some of or all their front garden into a parking spot, according to a 
recent survey by Direct Line Home Insurance. 
 

It seems that homeowners are fed up with crawling the streets outside their 
properties looking for a space to park, and they are reluctant to leave their 
vehicles too far from their doorstep.   
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If so, you will know the scenario: they happily agree a plan with you to do 
something, and then at the last minute, they cancel and don’t show.  As one 
sufferer of flaky friends put it: “Flakes are on a rise of epidemic proportions. 
People are becoming less reliable… the younger the generation, the worse it 
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Of course, it is easier to flake in the digital age. It is easier to text a 
cancellation than to tell someone face to face that you are letting them 
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But if you are a flake, and you do it too often, beware: your friends may begin 
to distance themselves from you. Who wants to be friends with someone who 
is unreliable?” 

When Lot’s wife looked back,” 
said the Sunday School teacher, 
“what happened to her?”  “She 
was transmuted into chloride of 
sodium,” replied the boy with the 
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Reporter: “What do you think is 
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All types of electrical installations  
Full rewires to single sockets 
Garden and security lighting 

Fully insured 
NICEIC Part P Domestic Installer 

 Tel 01622 884774/07761559744 
Email: andypink1@aol.com        
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All in the month of NOVEMBER 
 

It was: 
 

200 years ago, on 11th November, 1821, that Fyodor Dostoevsky, the Russian 
novelist, short story writer and journalist was born.  Best known for his novel 
‘Crime and Punishment’. 
 

150 years ago, on 10th November, 1871, that Welsh journalist and explorer, 
Henry Morton Stanley, located the missing missionary and explorer, Dr David 
Livingstone near Lake Tanganyika, in present-day Tanzania . He might or 
might not have greeted him with the words: “Doctor Livingstone, I presume?” 
 

125 years ago, on 16th November, 1896, that Oswald Mosley, British fascist 
politician, was born.  Imprisoned for three years in 1940 for founding the British 
Union of Fascists. 
 

100 years ago, on 11th November, 1921, that Remembrance poppies were 
sold for the first time in British and Commonwealth countries to 
commemorate military personnel who died in war.  In the UK they are sold by 
the Royal British Legion to raise funds for current and former members of the 
British Armed Forces.  Around 30 million poppies are sold each year. 
 

90 years ago, on 30th November, 1931, that the Crystal Palace in London was 
destroyed by fire. 
 

80 years ago, on 13th November, 1941, that the British aircraft carrier, HMS Ark 
Royal, was torpedoed by a German submarine in the Mediterranean Sea 
near Gibraltar.    It sank the following day. 
 

65 years ago, on 5th November, 1956, that Premium Bonds went on sale in the 
UK.  They were designed to encourage people to save, and they offered 
cash prizes instead of interest.   
 

50 years ago, on 14th November, 1971, that NASA’s Mariner 9 spacecraft 
(launched that May) reached Mars.  It was the first spacecraft to orbit 
another planet.  Mars was engulfed in a planet-wide dust storm at the time, 
but 85% of the surface was eventually imaged.  Mariner 9 was deactivated in 
October, 1972. 
 

40 years ago, on 12th November, 1981, that the US Space Shuttle Columbia 
was launched on its second flight into space, becoming the world’s first 
reusable manned spacecraft. 
 

30 years ago, on 5th November, 1991, that Robert Maxwell, Czech-born British 
newspaper publisher, media proprietor and politician, was found dead at 
sea off Tenerife.  Following his death, he was found to have fraudulently 
misappropriated the Mirror Group’s pension fund. 
 

Also 30 years ago on 18th November, 1991, that the Church of England 
envoy, Terry Waite, and American educator, Thomas Sutherland, were 
released by Islamic Jihad in Lebanon after being held hostage since January, 
1987, and June, 1985, respectively. 
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This programme, which will continue for at least the next 5–7 years, is essential 
to safeguard the Castle for future generations, but hugely expensive.  We 
have secured some funding from Historic England to cover 80% of this cost 
and will need to seek funding from other sources to complete the following 
phases over the next few years.  
 

Hoping your October is good.  
 

Helen Bonser-Wilton 
Chief Executive 

Local professional mortgage advice and recommendations to 
include… 

 

Purchases/Re-mortgages/First-Time-Buyers               
Buy-To-Let/Let-To-Buy/Right-To-Buy           

Commercial Mortgages/Equity Release               
Building & Contents/Life Protection                      

Critical Illness Protection/Income Protection 
 

Please contact GREG on 07956 549488 or 
Email: greg@braemarms.co.uk 

CeMAP & CeRER qualified 
 

Braemar Mortgage Services Limited is an independent mortgage adviser and registered with the 
Financial Conduct Authority – FCA No. 495806 

Is it hard to park your car in the garage?   
 

It is not your fault: the bestselling modern cars have become bigger by about 
up to a third.  A comparison of the most popular models sold in 1965 and 2020 
had found that most popular modern models have expanded from 59 inches 
(1.5m) in width to 71 inches (1.8m) in width. Their length has gone from 153.5 
inches (3.9m) to 169 inches (4.3m).  The most popular 2020 model, the Ford 
Fiesta, has a width of 66 inches (1.7m). 
 

Yet the average garage door is still only 82 inches wide (2.1m), often leaving 
just six inches (15cm) each side of the vehicle. 
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LEEDS CASTLE 
 

As I write, the sunshine has returned, but there is a definite nip in the air in the 
mornings and the trees are changing colour, so we will soon be into Autumn 
Colours season at the Castle – a perfect time to bundle up warm for an 
autumnal walk, with a warming hot chocolate or coffee en route.  
 

As the seasons change, we have introduced a couple of new experiences – 
Meet the Birds of Prey and Garden Tours.  Meet the Birds gives you a chance 
to get up close with owls and hawks and to ask all those things you have 
always wondered about these magnificent birds.  It is remarkably relaxing 
stroking an owl, so I hope many of you will get an opportunity to do so over 
the coming months.   
 

Garden Tours are now also available, led from Visitor Reception through the 
history and planting designs of the Princess Alexandra Gardens and Pavilion 
Lawn, to the Culpeper and Lady Baillie Mediterranean Gardens, designed by 
Russell Page, one of the 20th Century’s leading landscape architects.  Book 
your place on the Leeds Castle website.  
 

During September we ran our first ever sculpture event with A Botanical 
Showcase, featuring more than 30 stunning artworks from contemporary 
sculptors, situated all around the estate.  This was extremely popular with 
visitors and many people (including myself!) were fooled into thinking that 
some of the sculptures were actual plants.  
 

At October Half Term we will be running Hallowe’en at Leeds Castle, with a 
series of spooky themed activities for families to enjoy.  Autumn colours will 
also be out around that time and are expected to be especially good this 
year, given the weather conditions.   So don’t forget to check these out 
during October/November on your footpath walks and visits.  
 

The popular Fireworks Spectacular takes place on Saturday, 6th  and 
Sunday ,7th  November and is now completely sold out.  I hope many of you 
will join us to enjoy the biggest and best pyrotechnic display in the South-East.    
 

From 27th  November to 2nd January, we will be hosting Christmas at the 
Castle, this year with a Twelve Days of Christmas theme.  There will be a series 
of artistic installations, each representing one of the days, some with 
interactive elements that are ideal for family fun.  If you are looking for 
Instagrammable moments, this should do the trick very nicely.  We will also be 
decorating the Castle with its traditional Christmas trees.   
 

We have hosted over 45 weddings during August and September, with many 
postponed from last year.  It was great to see the Castle back into 
celebration mode and to welcome so many couples for their special day.  
 

The next phase of the major project to conserve the stonework of the Castle is 
now under way, with scaffolding going up as I write.  This project will be 
completed over the autumn and winter, with replacement of lime mortar and 
repairs to the original stonework.   
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25 years ago, on 30th November, 1996, that England officially returned the 
Stone of Scone to Scotland after 700 years.  It was the coronation stone of the 
Scottish and (later) English and British monarchs.  Scotland agreed to loan the 
Stone to Westminster Abbey for future coronations.   
 

20 years ago, from 12th to 13th November, 2001, that the Afghanistan’s ruling 
Taliban abandoned the capital without a fight, as a coalition of US/NATO and 
Northern Alliance forces entered the city. 
 

Also 20 years ago, on 29th November, 2001, that George Harrison, British rock 
guitarist, singer and songwriter with the Beatles, died.   
 

15 years ago, on 13th November, 2006, that Google acquired the video-
sharing site YouTube. 

Manufacturer of all types of 
 garden buildings 

All buildings made to order 
Prices inc VAT, Delivery & 

 Erection 
We only use tanlised timber 

Tel. 01622 880031 
www.shedsandshelters.co.uk 

Sheds and Shelters 
Ltd 

When the vicar moved his family into the large Victorian vicarage, a member 
of the congregation asked the young son how he liked his new home. “It’s 
great,” the little boy replied. “At last I have my own room, and Mike has his 
own room, and Jemma has her own room, and Robbie has his own room. But 
poor Mum is still in with Dad." 

A little girl attempted the Lord’s Prayer: “Our Father, who does art in 
heaven, Harold is your name. Amen." 
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Good news for coffee lovers 
 

If you drink a cup of coffee a day, you could reduce your risk of having a 
stroke by a fifth. 
 

A recent study, by researchers at Semmelweis University in Budapest, found 
that people who drink a moderate amount of coffee (from half a cup to 
three cups a day) are 21 per cent less likely to have a stroke, as compared 
to people who avoid coffee completely. 
 

About 100,000 people in the UK suffer a stroke each year, and it is the fourth 
leading cause of death, just behind dementia, heart disease and lung 
cancer. 

WI NEWS NOVEMBER 2021 
 

Andrea managed to organise the Litter Pick to finish just before the 
downpour began so we could hot foot home, warmed by the buoyant 
feeling that doing a good deed gives you. 
 

We enjoyed our coffee and cakes 96th anniversary celebration held at the 
Sugar Loaves. Thanks to Steve and to Dexter his dog who joined in by 
enjoying a 'Woofin' (a dog muffin). 
 

Our members welcomed the return of Peter Griffith, who entertained us and 
our visitors with Part 2 of his Sat Nav to Sextant talk.  This phase of Peter's flying 
career was an even more colourful presentation of his life in the air.  I can 
only list the highlights: bringing a toilet through customs; delivering equipment 
for the Gulf War; sea planes in Ankara where the crew flew in WADERS to 
cope with the terrain; how to cope with bears in Alaska (talk to them;  
working for Warren Buffet flying the very, very rich and famous (the interiors of 
the planes were mind-blowingly luxurious - including a golden seat). 
However, his greatest joy was flying a Spitfire over Kent.  All illustrated with 
wonderful videos.  
 

We have been given a book entitled 'The Country Housewife's Handbook’ 
compiled by the West Kent Association.  Printed in 1943 this contained 
recipes for wine, beer, make do and mend and what every woman really 
needs to know - how to make a dry stone wall.  We feel quite adventurous 
making our own Christmas Wreaths in November with greenery collected 
from around the village! 
 

On Tuesday, 16th November, our speaker will be Katherine Hook.  Her talk is 
entitled 'Sloe Seduction' in which she shows the many ways that chocolate 
and sloes can be combined to make irresistible eats. 
 

Visitors are very welcome after 8pm at the Village Hall. £3 on the door.  
 

Val Williams 
Secretary: Hollingbourne WI 

If you buy the December issue of Good Housekeeping you will find an article abo
and the adventurous things she did to celebrate her 80
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MEN’S BREAKFAST 
 

FULL ENGLISH 
 

GUEST SPEAKER 
 

08.30 am at THE DIRTY HABIT 
SATURDAY, 27th November, 2021. 

 

£9.00 
 

Contact : Jim Findlay 583636 
Email: jwmfindlay@hotmail.com  

Love your trees:  27th November – 5th December 
 

National Tree Week is the UK’s largest annual tree celebration, marking 
the start of the winter tree planting season (November to March each 
year). This year, it runs from Saturday 27th November to Sunday 5th 
December. It is a good time to both celebrate your current trees, and to 
plant more trees in your area. You don’t have to necessarily hug a tree 
to prove your appreciation; there are plenty of other ways to support 
them. Visit: 
 

https://treecouncil.org.uk/take-action/seasonal-campaigns/national-
tree-week/ 

Hollingbourne Meadows Trust  

If you are not currently a Member or ‘Friend of the Meadows’ and 
would like to support this asset which is for the whole community  or 
if anyone is interested in sponsoring a tree which would make a great 
present for a loved one, then please visit 
www.hollingbournemeadowstrust.co.uk or any member of the Trust. 
There is more information on the HMT website along with the details 
of other projects and this can be found on 
www.hollingbournemeadowstrust.co.uk, on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/Project100HMTL/ and there is also a website 
where donations can be made at https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/
hollingbournemeadowstrust.  
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DETLING CHURCH EVENTS 
 

Please find below a list of fund-raising events and contact the named person 
for each to book and secure your tickets asap. 
 

Saturday, 6th November - A humorous recital of the poetry of Pam Ayres by 
Sue Spiel takes place @ Detling Church on at 7.30pm.  Tickets £5 to include 
tea/coffee and a slice of cake.  Contact Steve on 01622.736034 or e 
mail sw_west@btinternet.com 
  

Saturday, 20th November - Detling Village Christmas Bazaar takes place on @ 
Detling Village Hall.  If you would like a stall for this event the cost is £10.  For 
further information contact Sally on 07376.295007. 
 

http://www.hollingbournemeadowstrust.co.uk/
http://www.hollingbournemeadowstrust.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Project100HMTL/
https://www.facebook.com/Project100HMTL/
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/hollingbournemeadowstrust
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/hollingbournemeadowstrust
mailto:sw_west@btinternet.com
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Do you prefer using cash? 
 

Access to cash is still an ‘essential piece of infrastructure’ for elderly people. 
Cutting them off from cash and banking services is tantamount to excluding 
them from society. 
 

So warns Age UK, which has been pointing to recent figures from the 
Financial Conduct Authority that show that about 2.4million people aged 65 
and over still rely on cash in their day-to-day life. That represents about a fifth 
of all older people. And while cash use has plummeted during the 
pandemic, Age UK stresses that it would be a mistake to assume that 
everyone can make all their financial transactions digitally. 
 

A YouGov survey in January 2021 found that more than half of over-65s in the 
UK had used cash within the previous week.   

Contactless payment limit goes up 
 

The contactless payment limit has just more than doubled. It now stands at 
£100.  And while this will be more convenient to many of us, it is also “a thief’s 
dream.” 
 

So say the critics. As one financial expert from fund shop AJ Bell, points out: 
“By spending £100 a pop without having to put in a PIN, it will be very easy for 
thieves to blitz through money quickly, before you even spot that your card is 
lost or has been stolen.” 
 

Another finance expert, from the consumer group Fairer Finance adds: “it’s 
much more attractive for petty criminals to steal cards and use them a few 
times if they can spend up to a three-figure sum.”   

Political campaign: a war in which everybody shoots from the lip. 
 

Power will intoxicate the best hearts, as wine the strongest heads.  No man is 
wise enough, nor good enough, to be trusted with unlimited power.  – Charles 
Caleb Colton 
 

A clear conscience is the sure sign of a bad memory. – Mark Twain 
 

He uses statistics as a drunken man uses lamp-posts... for support rather than 
illumination. - Andrew Lang 
 

Some cause happiness wherever they go; others, whenever they go. - Oscar 
Wilde 
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To advertise in this 
magazine, please 

contact Phil Smith on 
01622.880.680 

philip.smithsmith@ 
btinternet.com 

 

when replying to an advertisement, please mention this 
publication 

01622 880031 

We Clean So You Don’t 
Have To! 

Domestic Cleaning 

mailto:philip.smithsmith@btinternet.com
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Music Notes November 2021 
 

At last, the programme of local amateur concerts is back to full strength.  I 
am able to revert to providing a list which will keep you entertained for much 
of the month.  Check the timings – some artists seem reluctant to add the 
time to their publicity, so you will have to buy a ticket perhaps to find out 
when it starts!  Anyway, here is the list: 
 

Saturday, 13th November, 7.30 pm in Holy Cross Church, Bearsted ME14 4EE, 
Bearsted Choral Society’s first concert of the season is of Mozart's Requiem 
Mass and Joseph Haydn's Little Organ Mass.  Tickets at the door or via 
tickets@bearstedchoral.org.uk 
 

Saturday, 20th November, 7.00 pm in All Saints’ Church, Mill St., Maidstone 
ME15 6YE, The Maidstone Singers are joining forces with the Central Band of 
the Royal British Legion to celebrate the 100th birthday of the Royal British 
Legion.  The concert will include Sir Karl Jenkin’s The Armed Man – a moving 
Mass for Peace.  Tickets contact: tickets@themaidstonesingers.org.uk 
 

Sunday, 21st November, 7.30 pm at All Saints’ Church, Mill St., Maidstone ME15 
6YE, Sutton Valence Choral Society perform Fauré’s Requiem and several 
works by Handel. Tickets 01622 861313 
 

Saturday, 27th November, 7.30pm at Mote Hall, Maidstone ME15 7RN, 
Maidstone Symphony Orchestra’s second concert of the season features 
French oboist, Olivier Stankiewicz, in Mozart’s Oboe Concerto.  The concert 
also includes works by Rossini and Brahms.  Tickets Phone 0333 666 3366. 
 

Saturday, 4th December, 4.00pm at All Saints’ Church, Mill St., Maidstone ME15 
6YE, Maidstone Choral Union will hold an afternoon Christmas concert which 
will include Wassail by Alexander L’Estrange and Carols for choir and 
Audience.  Tickets from mcuconertmansager@gmail.com or at the door. 
 

If you are unable to get out – and I know some of us are still self-isolating – 
remember BBC Radio 3 provides a quality afternoon concert every weekday 
at 2.00pm.  It lasts till 5 pm every weekday, except Wednesday, when Choral 
Evensong takes over at 3.30pm.   There is a further concert broadcast from a 
leading concert hall at 7.30 pm every weekday.  
 

BJH 

War does not determine who is right - only who is left. – Bertrand Russell 

Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in a 
garage makes you a car. – Billy Sunday 

A Sunday school class was studying the Ten Commandments. They were 
ready to discuss the last one. The teacher asked if anyone could tell her what 
it was. Susie raised her hand, stood tall, and quoted, "Thou shall not take the 
covers off the neighbour's wife."  

27 

A woman was trying hard to get the 
ketchup to come out of the bottle. 
During her struggle the phone rang 
so she asked her four-year old 
daughter to answer it.   
 

"It's the minister, Mum," the child said 
to her mother. Then she told her 
caller: “Mummy can't come to the 
phone right now. She's hitting the 
bottle."  

People at my workplace have started 
a funny new tradition where they give 
names to the food in the office fridge. 
Today I ate a sandwich called Mark, 
followed by some cake called Rosie.   

In filling out an application, where it 
says, 'In case of emergency, notify’: I 
put 'DOCTOR.' 

Change is inevitable, except from a 
vending machine. 

mailto:tickets@bearstedchoral.org.uk
mailto:tickets@themaidstonesingers.org.uk
mailto:mcuconertmansager@gmail.com
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Harvest comes around every year and we are always thankful for the 
donations that come our way. The store room is full to the brim.  We only have 
so much space for these wonderful donations, so if you would still like to make 
a harvest contribution we would be grateful if it came in the form of a 
donation via our Virgin Giving page - hit the yellow button 'support us' button 
on our website. 
 

We would also like to take this opportunity to let you know that with the closing 
of Virgin Giving in November 2021, we will be moving to a new donation 
platform. Full details will be distributed shortly and we apologise for any 
inconvenience this may cause. 
 

If your church/school/organisation has made a donation and hasen't been 
mentioned please do contact news@homelesscare.org.uk to be featured in 
next month's newsletter and on our social media. 
 

Please do continue to support Maidstone Homeless Care, especially as the 
nights are drawing in and the temperature is dropping.   
 

Visit the website :  homelesscare.org.uk. 

FLOWER ROTA  
FOR ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

 
 

Volunteers (more always welcome) decorate the church.  A rota 
needs to be distributed.  At the moment, each volunteer is allocated 
two two-week dates roughly six months apart (making four weeks in 
all) and everyone chips in for the great Festivals. 
 
If you would be willing to add your name to the list of volunteers 
please contact Val Lurcock (880694) or Christine Jones (688830). 
 
 
 

9 

The Hollingbourne Pantomime is alive 
and kicking and ready and prepared to go 
forward to a new production in 2022! 
 

This time we have a new writer, Jerry 
Osborn, who has trodden the boards in 
past shows and has come up with an 
entirely new and original version of  the 
classic ‘Goldilocks’. 
 

We’ll be looking for back-stage crew who 
like making scenery, painting or generally 
doing stuff. 
 

The shows will go on from the 9th to 
12th February, 2022, in the Hall, so make 
a note in your diary for the best, all home 
produced local panto there is! 
 

Looking forward to seeing you all! 
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Robbery in Hasteds 
Villagers are reminded to be extremely careful as the nights draw in as last 
night a home in Hasteds was robbed overnight, and cars broken into in 
Godfrey Meadow at around 1:40-2:20am. 
 

If anyone recognises this person caught on camera then please do come 
forward with any information. 

                   

Good to slow down in the rain 
 

A cut to the speed limit on motorways in wet weather would be backed by 
the majority of UK motorists.  Such is the finding of a recent poll by the RAC, 
following a rise in serious accidents. 
 

Almost three-quarters of us would be in favour of following the French method 
of lowering the speed limit on all major roads when it rains.  The Highway Code 
states that stopping distances in wet weather are at least double those on dry 
roads, as tyres have less grip. 
 

A spokesman for the RAC said that figures show that ‘driving too fast for the 
conditions’ and ‘slippery roads’ are still among the top 10 reasons for 
motorway collisions, and they “contribute to significant numbers of serious 
injuries and even deaths each year.” 

Remembrance Service 
 

14th November, 2021 
 

10.45 am Remembrance Service at  
All Saints Church 
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Fire Wood 

Logs 

Kindling 
Seasoned firewood 

suitable for all fires from 

local coppiced woods. 
 

Please call Norman 

07733.328715 

CARPETS, VINYL & NATU-
RAL FLOORING 
ALL LEADING BRANDS SUPPLIED & INSTALLED 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
QUALITY, RELIABILITY & VALUE AS STANDARD 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A FAMILY RUN BUSINES FOR OVER 25 YEARS 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SAMPLES BROUGHT TO YOUR HOME 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CHOOSING CARPETS 
MADE EASY 

01622 880596 
mpflooringltd@btconnect.com 

FULLY INSURED 

Little Pyne Trees 
For All your gardening needs 
*Regular weekly / fortnightly* 

*One off jobs* 
Friendly Lady Gardeners 

07816.539696 
pynetrees@googlemail.com 

Pest Purge Ltd 
       For all your  
   pest problems 

 

Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fleas 
Wasps, Rabbits, Fox and Birds 

No job too small, same day 
support 

Talk to your local, friendly Pest 
Control Business 

  

 
Architectural & Interior Design 

 

  Residential             Commercial   
 Extensions              Alterations 
New Builds       Bldg Regs 
LA Planning & Listed Buildings 

Tel: 01622 880006 / 07785 544255 
PORTICO ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS 

6 Tilefields, Hollingbourne,        ME17 
1TZ 

E-mail: info@portico-uk.com 
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Compassionate and caring service 
For the bereaved day or 
night 
 
Michael Lawrence 
Funeral Director 
 

Rik Moore 
6 Marlborough Parade, Beverley Road, Barming, Maidstone, ME16 
9JN.  
Tel: 01622 920300 
barming@familyfuneralservice.net 
 

Karan LeQuelenec 
4 Cavendish Way, Bearsted, Maidstone,  ME15 8PW. 
Tel: 01622 920305  
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READING GROUP NOVEMBER 2021 
 

At long last there is another Amor Towles book.  ‘A Gentleman in Moscow’ is 
my favourite book, but now there is a new one, ‘The Lincoln Highway’, which 
will go on my Christmas list. 
 
The book charts now have two books by Richard Osman, ‘The Thursday 
Murder Club’ and the sequel, ’The Man Who Died Twice’.   Once again, JK 
Rowling is in the charts with ‘The Christmas Pig’, which I have bought for our 
grandson. 
 

I have just finished reading a book which I enjoyed, but was disappointed 
when it just stopped. There was no ending where all the loose ends are tied 
up, nothing.  I suppose this means that there will be a sequel.   In schools & 
colleges pupils are taught the form of a story which must have a beginning, a 
middle, and an end.  Exams are marked on this.  Not true any more. However, 
I think that Dickens & Roald Dahl went against traditional form in order to 
create tension & suspense. 
 

It is at this time of year that we begin to think about what books we would like 
for Christmas, nice, hard-back books that are wonderful to hold and end up 
sitting on the coffee table.  I shall choose my own and not be swayed by the 
publishers who advertise the latest celebrity autobiographies or cookbooks.  
 

Great fun researching. 
 

Dawn Perry 
880634 

Small animals 
Partly cover outside cages and pens with blankets so an area is sound-

proofed and hidden, but allow another area for the animals to look 
out 

Provide bedding small animals can burrow in 
Consider bringing them indoors – this will need to be done gradually so 

plan ahead 
 

Keeping horses safe during fireworks 
 

It’s not just animals in the home that can be scared of fireworks – horses 
 can be too. 

Check locally to see if there are going to be any firework displays in your 
area 

Where possible – tell the organisers of firework displays that horses are 
nearby and ask them to set off their fireworks in the opposite direc-
tion 

For top tips on keeping your horse safe and secure during the firework 
season – please follow the advice from the British Horse Society 

mailto:barming@familyfuneralservice.net
https://www.bhs.org.uk/advice-and-information/safety-advice-and-information/common-incidents/fireworks
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HOLLINGBOURNE PARISH 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

The Next Meetings are to be held on  
Monday, 8th November 

Parish Assembly—15th November 
13th December 

11th January, 2022 
At 7.30 pm 

At The Cardwell Pavilion 
Residents and representatives of the media interested in joining the 
meeting should contact the Clerk via pchollingbourne@gmail.com .   

The Parish Council’s aim is to include them within the meeting.* 
There will be a 10 minute interval before the meeting to 

allow members of the public to speak 

 
 
 
 
Pets and fireworks- RSPCA Advice 

 

As we come into this year’s Firework season and prepare for the Village 
fireworks then please do remember to look after your pets. 
 

The RSPCA advice for looking after pets during fireworks is below 
 

How to calm dogs during fireworks 
 

Walk them during daylight hours to avoid times when fireworks are 
likely to be set off 

Close windows and curtains to muffle the sound of fireworks 
Put on some music or tv to mask the firework sounds 
Create a quiet space where your dog can feel in control 
Create some hiding places around your home 
 

Cats 
Provide hiding places in your home 
Cats can become more stressed if they’re outside during fireworks 
Microchip your cats in case they’re startled and escape outside 
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The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 
 
My dear Nephew Darren, 
 

You really should not worry about having reversed your car into the bishop’s 
gatepost, knocking it over and destroying his rose-beds.  It gives him an 
opportunity to exercise Christian forgiveness.  Your real mistake was scribbling 
a note of apology and pushing it through his letterbox . Far better would have 
been to have sent an anonymous letter (and to have written it on lined 
notepaper in capital letters, preferably in green ink, to make it look truly 
authentic) saying that you had seen the archdeacon do it, and then you had 
watched him drive off without stopping.  That would have taken the minds of 
the senior clergy away from parish matters for quite some time. 
 

No, never worry about the wrath of bishops; dangers lurk much nearer home.  
For a start, never incur the displeasure of your flower arrangers.  I only crossed 
their path once – and arrived in church the following Sunday, to see a ten-
foot-high floral arrangement at the front of church.  I assumed it was by way 
of making amends, until I discovered it had been placed in front of the pulpit.  
I was obliged to preach, hidden behind a large multicoloured hedge, while 
the congregation listened to what were apparently talking chrysanthemums.  
 

A colleague offended his own ladies and arrived to find that the contents of 
the safe had been removed and replaced with all those exotic pieces of 
equipment that seem to be indispensable for arranging flowers.  He was 
obliged to administer Communion using a small vase until peace was re-
established and his chalice returned to him. 
 

Similarly, organists are a delicate breed.  Congratulate him on the anthem, 
and if it happened to be unaccompanied, he would assume you were 
implying that the services were better without his playing.  Offend your 
organist and you can be guaranteed that hymns will be played at either half 
or double speed, stopping one verse short and that the final piece of music 
as you process out will stop, leaving you and the choir stranded halfway 
down the aisle. 
 

And finally, never, ever upset your verger.  One forgotten Christmas present 
and you can be sure you will get half-way through a baptism to find he hasn’t 
put water in the font; at marriage services, the sheets for last week’s funeral 
will have been accidentally put out and when you sit in your stall you will 
discover where he now stores the mop and bucket. 
 

No, bishops are warm, fluffy bunnies; real dangers lurks much nearer home. 
 

Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

mailto:pchollingbourne@gmail.com
https://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/pets/general/fireworks
https://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/pets/general/microchipping
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Advertising space is sold in good faith.  No responsibility can be taken for the quality 
of goods or services offered. 

VILLAGE DIARY 
November 
3rd  12.10-12.40pm Mobile Library   Village Hall 
5th 5.30 pm  Firework Display         Lance Memorial Field 
6th 7.30 pm  Poetry of Pam Ayres  Detling Church 
8th 7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting  Cardwell Pavilion 
15th    Parish Assembly   Village Hall 
16th 7.45 pm  W.I. Meeting    Village Hall 
20th     Detling Village Christmas Bazaar Detling Village Hall 
21st    Stir Up Sunday 
27th 8.30 am  Men’s Breakfast   Dirty Habit Pub 
December 
1st 12.10-12.40 pm Mobile Library   Village Hall 
13th 7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting  Cardwell Pavilion 
14th 7.45 pm  W.I .Christmas Party (TBC) Village Hall 
24th    Christmas Eve 
 11.00 pm  Midnight Mass   All Saints Church 
25th    Christmas Day 
26th    Boxing Day 
31st     New Year’s Eve 
January 
1st    New Year’s Day 
10th 7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting  Cardwell Pavilion 
13th 12.10-12.40 pm Mobile Library   Village  Hall 
February 
14th  7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting  Cardwell Pavilion 
9th 12.10-12.40 pm Mobile Library   Village Hall 
9th – 12th   Pantomime – Goldilocks  Village Hall 
March 
9th 12.10-12.40 pm Mobile Library   Village Hall 
New additions in red. 
Please send information for Village Diary and Regular Meetings to 
Carole Findlay 01622.583636   
hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com  
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An elderly couple died and were received by St Peter through the Pearly 
Gates into heaven. They found it a wonderful place. The husband said to his 
wife: “If you hadn’t fed us such healthy food all our marriage, we could have 
reached here years ago.” 

At a drinks party at a wealthy golf club, the conversation turned to the 
subject of ancestry. "Of course, we trace our family back to coming over 
with William the Conqueror,” observed one lady with satisfaction.  She turned 
to a second woman, who was new to the club, and asked, "What about you 
dear? Can you go back very far?” 
 

"Not very far,” came the reply.  “You see, all the early family records were 
lost in the Flood."  

EDITOR’S NOTES—November 2021 
Have you got used to the new time yet? 
 

November is proving a busier month.  Fireworks at The Lance Memorial Field 
on Friday, 5th November – gates open at 5.30 p.m.  (see advert) 
 

Remembrance Sunday takes place on Sunday, 14th November.  A 
Remembrance Service will beheld at All Saints Church at 11. am.  Don’t forget 
to buy your poppy. 
 

The Parish Assembly takes place on Monday, 15th November – 7.30 pm at the 
Village Hall.  Contact the Parish Clerk if you wish to take part. 
 

Advent and the new Church Year begins on 28th November.  The beginning of 
the real preparations for Christmas.  Let’s hope it doesn’t get cancelled at the 
last minute this year.  (Last year I had a fridge full of food, while my sister-in-law 
had to chase round to find a crust to eat!) 
 

The Men’s Breakfast is back!  8.30 am for a Full English Breakfast (with Guest 
Speaker) at the Dirty Habit on Saturday, 27th November.  Contact Jim Findlay 
on jwmfindlay@hotmail.com if you would like to join in.  Places are going fast. 
(see advert). 
 

I have checked on the Mobile Library.  Timetables may have changed (or I 
may have missed the changes!) and it would seem it is now running on a four 
week schedule – Red and Blue, Week 1 or Week 2.  Hollingbourne is on Red 1, 
which means the next visit is due on (?) . (Maybe someone can give me a 
steer!) 
 

Detling are running two events this month - the Poetry of Pam Ayres on the 6th 
and their Christmas Fayre on the 20th (see diary). 
 

Village organisations seem to be emerging from the chrysalis of Covid 
Lockdown and I am looking forward to hearing of plans for all groups and 
societies for 2022. 
 

Contact Carole Findlay at  
Hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com to put information, 
corrections etc. in the December issue, preferably by 10th December. 

mailto:hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com
mailto:jwmfindlay@hotmail.com
mailto:Hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com
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SERVICES 2020/21 (YEAR B) 
NOVEMBER 2021 

 

7th November Advent - 3 
Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Jonah 3: 1-5 & v10;   Mark 1: 14-20 
14th November  Remembrance Sunday 
Service  Hollingbourne 10.45 am   Remembrance Service 
21st November Christ the King 
Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14;  John 18: 33-37 
 

SERVICES 2021/22  (YEAR C) 
 

28th November Advent 1 
Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Jeremiah 33: 14-16;   Luke 21: 25-36 
  

Thanks to the support of VOLUNTEERS, the Church will be 
open for Private Prayer between 10.00 am and 3.00 pm 
every day. 

LEEDS SERVICES 
 
7th November Leeds 9.30 am  Café Service 
14th November Leeds  11.00 am     Wreath Laying at Memorial 
   Broomfield 3.30 pm  Remembrance Service 
21st November Leeds 9.30 am  Communion 
28th November Kingswood 11.00 am  Family Communion 
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REGULAR MEETINGS 
 

After school Club:    
Schooldays    to 6 pm               Cardwell Pavilion 
Bellringing Practice    
Mondays    7.30 - 9.30 pm   All Saints Church Tower 
Bourne Musicians (3 months - 5 years): 
Fridays                              9.30 - 11 am               Village Hall 
Brownies: 
Wednesdays    6.00—7.15 pm  Cardwell Pavilion 
Cubs: 
Fridays                                   6.30 - 7.45 pm        Kingswood Scout Hut 
Explorers:  
Thursdays                              7.00 - 9.00 pm                Kingswood Scout Hut 
Hucking WI 
3rd Thursday    7.00 pm     Little Budds Farm 
Mobile Library 
Wednesdays    11.55 am – 12.25 pm                        Village Hall 
Parish Council: 
2nd Monday (except August)    7.30 pm              Cardwell Pavilion  
Pilates Classes   
Thursday mornings        Village Hall 
Pre-School: 
Every School Day                 9.15 am – noon                    Cardwell Pavilion 
Reading Group : 
 Monthly                          Contact:         Barbara Lloyd 880282 
             Dawn Perry      880634 
School Terms     2021  Term 2:         1st November—17th December 
  2022  Term 3: 4th January—11th February 
    Term 4: 21st February—11th April 
    Term 5: 19th April—27th May 
    Term 6:  6th June—22nd July 
Scouts: 
Wednesdays,           7.00 – 9.00 pm        Kingswood Scout Hut 
Short Mat Bowls:  
Mondays (not 2nd)              7.30 – 9.30 pm                         Village Hall 
Thursdays            7.30 – 9.30 pm             Village Hall 
WI Meetings:            
3rd Tuesday (Not August)    7.30 pm                         Village Hall 
Other Tuesday (July-September) 
        Boules     6.30 pm               Cardwell Pavilion 

 

Carole Findlay at hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com 

Any opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the 
positions of the Editor or Parochial Church Council.  We reserve the right to edit, and the right not to 
print:  no reason will be given.  Contributions will not be printed anonymously. 
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Harrietsham Computers 
Computer Problems? 

Need an upgrade or a new machine? 

Just want some extra tuition? 

For local, friendly, experienced help, call 

Mike Cuerden on 01622-859442 or 

07963 020092 

No call out fee 

Reasonable rates 

Private and commercial work 

No job too small 

Harrietsham Computers 
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www.pilgrimswaychurches.org.uk 
 

This is the website for the six Churches that constitute the Pilgrims Way 
church community.  Some of you may already be aware of its 
existence and some may not.  It was created at the beginning of 
2019 and then, for reasons which are best described as technical, 
had to have its web address altered so that it could be found more 
easily, which took some time.  
 
This website superseded any previous websites that individual 
churches may have had.  For example, Boxley had its own website, 
which was faithfully maintained by Les Ellis for many years and, when 
he was looking to reduce his considerable workload, I made the 
mistake of not moving quickly enough!  I have absolutely no claims to 
website wizardry and, indeed, rely on our son-in-law for technical 
advice - who really does know his stuff - thankfully.  However, I am 
prepared to do my best and see where it leads me! 
 
The onset of the pandemic gave me the opportunity to review the 
current design and content.  The aim of this was to see how user 
friendly it was and how easy to find "stuff", whilst providing essential 
information about the church service programme.  Now that Rob 
Tugwell has been appointed, it seems appropriate to carry out a 
more detailed review, so that it supports his work in our community.  
To this end, we have now had our first meeting to develop our 
thoughts/ideas.  For example, we have just had Google Analytics 
plugged into the website, an application that enables you to see 
how many people have actually visited the site, which page, how 
many times and where from in the world etc.  In August, the site had 
119 "visits" and interestingly 2 of these were from Russia and Thailand.  I 
am hazarding a guess that this was not a parishioner on holiday! 
 
Over the coming months I will keep you informed of any changes we 
decide to make.  In the meantime, if you have any observations/
thoughts about the current website layout/content please feel free to 
email me at: contact_dtasker@hotmail.com so that we can include 
them in our deliberations. Thank you. 
 

David Tasker. 

http://www.pilgrimswaychurches.org.uk
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Parish Directory 
The Clergy Team   
Team Vicar  Revd. Rob Tugwell       01622.630598 
Churchwarden Christine Jones      688830 
Bellringers  Nigel Baker (Tower Captain)    07778 691 343 
Borough Councillor Patrik Garten, Kingswood House, Pitt Orad, ME17 3NR         807907 
Bourne Musicians Beccy Stroud, 1 Musket Lane                880377 
Cardwell Pavilion                     07932 164839 
Cricket Club  www.bearstedcricketclub.co.uk 
Cubs   Jane Newsome                           862558 
Doctor Yeomans Lane :  Repeat Prescriptions  630415  / Appointments, etc.          737326 
Downs Mail  Editor                             734735 
Football Club  Mike Bedwell                          880353 
Garden Society John Ross                          737080 
Hospitals:  Maidstone      729000            Eye, Ear & Mouth Unit                729000 
   Preston Hall 710161            9am – 5 pm 
Kent Messenger Correspondent                   Vacant 
Maidstone Volunteer Bureau                                   01622 756662 
Meadows Trust Ben Williams                07968.123165 or880584 
Mid-Kent Arts Society John Holley          jgholleyberry@icloud.com 
Neighbourhood Contacts June Pockett junepockett@hotmail.com880763/07767.367611 
Parish Council Chairman Simon Hulme     07808 300 840 
Vice Chairman  Adam Ward            adandsar@tiscali.co.uk 
Parish Clerk  Vickie Smith pchollingbourne@gmail.com     07856.180003/880526 
Pre-School  Christine Judges                                07864 065753 
Police   PCSO Ryan Waring      101 
Railway Enquiries                    0845 748 4950 
Reading Group Barbara Lloyd                 880282 
   Dawn Perry       880634 
School   Mrs. Helen Bradley-Wyatt, Headteacher                        880270 
Scout Group  Alan Poulton                           843019 
Short Mat Bowls Peter Lee                          880580 
Village Hall  Barbara Tremble                                    880216 
Village Shop  Julie & Martin Woods                                         880338 
Women’s Institute Barbara Gibbs       880652 
   Sue Roberts        07867.691393 
Hucking WI  Sharon Lee        07714.756354 
   Kate Blacker        07760.905416 
 

 Magazine Contributions should be in by the 10th of the month latest to the Editor :  
Carole Findlay, 1 Pimpernel Close, Bearsted, Kent ME14 4QQ.           01622.583636 
Email:  hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com  For advertising please 
contact Phil Smith at philip.smithsmith@btinternet.com  
Magazine available on line at Hollingbourne Parish Council website 
Hollingbourne Neighbourhood Drivers 
Katie Brice      01622. 880520 
Christine and Nick Maynard   01622.880378 
Barbara Tremble     01622.880216 
Pete Brown      07997.134771 
Jean Wellman     01622.880598 
June Pockett (Coordinator)  01622.880763  /07767.367611 
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mailto:pchollingbourne@gmail.com
mailto:hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com
mailto:philip.smithsmith@btinternet.com
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CAR PARKING AVAILABLE BEHIND THE 
WINDMILL PUB 

WOODS OF HOLLINGBOURNE 
52 EYHORNE STREET, HOLLINGBOURNE, ME17 1TS 

Tel : 01622.880.338 
 

WE are SERVING: 
•FRESH, LOCAL PRODUCE AND CONVENIENCE ITEMS 

      •FINE WINES, SPIRITS AND CRAFT BEERS  
  

 

TO FIND OUT MORE VISIT: 
WWW.WOODSOFHOLLINGBOURNE.CO.UK 

 

As a result of the unfolding Covid-19 crisis, we currently prioritising the supply of fresh, 
local products to members of Hollingbourne and the surrounding community.  We are 
currently receiving deliveries of 
 Fresh baked bread and cakes 
 Milk and dairy products 
 Fresh meat from Doughty Butchers 
 Local free-range eggs 
 A range of Fruit and Vegetables has been significantly increased 

 

We are also offering a FREE local delivery service (3 mile radius) for those who are self-
isolating or those who are unable to leave their property. 
 

OPEN  MONDAY / TUESDAY       8 AM - 2 PM 
  WEDNESDAY- SATURDAY       8 AM - 6 PM  
            SUNDAY             8 AM - 1 PM 

  

Church & Village News 
www.hollingbournepc.co.uk 

Hollingbourne 
& Hucking 

November 2021 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
RETURNS 


