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CAR PARKING AVAILABLE BEHIND THE 
WINDMILL PUB 

WOODS OF 
HOLLINGBOURNE 

52 EYHORNE STREET, HOLLINGBOURNE, ME17 1TS 
Tel : 01622.880.338 

 

WE are SERVING: 
•FRESH, LOCAL PRODUCE AND CONVENIENCE ITEMS 

      •FINE WINES, SPIRITS AND CRAFT BEERS  
  

 

TO FIND OUT MORE VISIT: 

WWW.WOODSOFHOLLINGBOURNE.CO.UK 
 

As a result of the unfolding Covid-19 crisis, we currently prioritising the supply of 
fresh, local products to members of Hollingbourne and the surrounding community.  
We are currently receiving deliveries of 
• Fresh baked bread and cakes 
• Milk and dairy products 
• Fresh meat from Doughty Butchers 
• Local free-range eggs 
• A range of Fruit and Vegetables has been significantly increased 
 

We are also offering a FREE local delivery service (3 mile radius) for those who are 
self-isolating or those who are unable to leave their property. 
 

OPEN  MONDAY / TUESDAY       8 AM - 2 PM 
  WEDNESDAY- SATURDAY       8 AM - 6 PM  
            SUNDAY             8 AM - 1 PM 

  

Hollingbourne 
& Hucking 

Church & Village News 
www.hollingbournepc.co.uk 

October 2021 

‘Auditions’ Thursday, 14th, and Sunday, 
17th October, in the Village Hall at 
8.00pm on Thursday and 7.30pm on 
Sunday. 

MEETING AT 
TANYARD GREEN 
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Parish Directory 
The Clergy Team   
Team Vicar  Revd. Rob Tugwell       01622.630598 
Churchwarden Christine Jones      688830 
Bellringers  Nigel Baker (Tower Captain)    07778 691 343 
Borough Councillor Patrik Garten, Kingswood House, Pitt Orad, ME17 3NR         807907 
Bourne Musicians Beccy Stroud, 1 Musket Lane                880377 
Cardwell Pavilion                     07932 164839 
Cricket Club  www.bearstedcricketclub.co.uk 
Cubs   Jane Newsome                           862558 
Doctor Yeomans Lane :  Repeat Prescriptions  630415  / Appointments, etc.          737326 
Downs Mail  Editor                             734735 
Football Club  Mike Bedwell                          880353 
Garden Society John Ross                          737080 
Hospitals:  Maidstone      729000            Eye, Ear & Mouth Unit                729000 
   Preston Hall 710161            9am – 5 pm 
Kent Messenger Correspondent                   Vacant 
Maidstone Volunteer Bureau                                   01622 756662 
Meadows Trust Ben Williams                07968.123165 or880584 
Mid-Kent Arts Society John Holley          jgholleyberry@icloud.com 
Neighbourhood Contacts June Pockett junepockett@hotmail.com880763/07767.367611 
Parish Council Chairman Simon Hulme     07808 300 840 

Vice Chairman  Adam Ward            adandsar@tiscali.co.uk 

Parish Clerk  Vickie Smith pchollingbourne@gmail.com     07856.180003/880526 
Pre-School  Christine Judges                                07864 065753 
Police   PCSO Ryan Waring      101 
Railway Enquiries                    0845 748 4950 
Reading Group Barbara Lloyd                 880282 
   Dawn Perry       880634 
School   Mrs. Helen Bradley-Wyatt, Headteacher                        880270 
Scout Group  Alan Poulton                           843019 
Short Mat Bowls Peter Lee                          880580 
Village Hall  Barbara Tremble                                    880216 
Village Shop  Julie & Martin Woods                                         880338 
Women’s Institute Barbara Gibbs       880652 
   Sue Roberts        07867.691393 
Hucking WI  Sharon Lee        07714.756354 
   Kate Blacker        07760.905416 
 

 Magazine Contributions should be in by the 10th of the month latest to the Editor :  
Carole Findlay, 1 Pimpernel Close, Bearsted, Kent ME14 4QQ.           01622.583636 
Email:  hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com  For advertising please 
contact Phil Smith at philip.smithsmith@btinternet.com  
Magazine available on line at Hollingbourne Parish Council website 
Hollingbourne Neighbourhood Drivers 

Katie Brice      01622. 880520 
Christine and Nick Maynard   01622.880378 
Barbara Tremble     01622.880216 
Pete Brown      07997.134771 
Jean Wellman     01622.880598 
June Pockett (Coordinator)  01622.880763  /07767.367611 
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Local professional mortgage advice and recommendations to 
include… 

 

Purchases/Re-mortgages/First-Time-Buyers               
Buy-To-Let/Let-To-Buy/Right-To-Buy           

Commercial Mortgages/Equity Release               
Building & Contents/Life Protection                      

Critical Illness Protection/Income Protection 
 

Please contact GREG on 07956 549488 or 
Email: greg@braemarms.co.uk 

CeMAP & CeRER qualified 
 

Braemar Mortgage Services Limited is an independent mortgage adviser and registered with the 
Financial Conduct Authority – FCA No. 495806 

07814.536173 

Little Pyne TreesLittle Pyne TreesLittle Pyne TreesLittle Pyne Trees    
For All your gardening needs 
*Regular weekly / fortnightly* 

*One off jobs* 
Friendly Lady Gardeners 

07816.539696 
pynetrees@googlemail.com 
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Harvest 

 
This is your garden, Creator God, 

A thing of beauty 
Beyond understanding, 

A poem that is being written, 
Not in words, 
But in colours, 

Wind's whisper, 
Soaring bird, 

Snowdrop's petal, 
Gentle rain, 

Sunlight's warmth. 
This is your garden, Creator God, 

A thing of beauty 
Beyond understanding. 

 
 

Consider for a moment: Why are you here?! 
 

What is the backstory preceding your settling in the North Downs? 
 

For some, the backstory may have involved new employment, for some it 
may have concerned proximity to family.  You may have moved here for the 
schooling.  However, I would imagine that few would have settled in the North 
Downs without considering the draw of the natural beauty which surrounds us. 
The North Downs and the Pilgrims' Way offer a stunning backdrop to our lives, 
season after season.  Through autumn this setting also invites us to engage 
with the theme of harvest – maybe as we drive past combine harvesters 
coughing up dust as they toil in road-side fields, maybe when a lumbering 
tractor bears down on us along a winding lane.  As we shop, farm produce 
and locally-sourced goods are easily within reach, should we seek them out.  
And so, our understanding of the process from seed to plant, from field to 
plate, should be relatively good.  Good enough for us to appreciate God’s 
faithfulness, appreciate the farm workers clocking up their hours, and 
appreciate all those involved in supplying our culinary needs.  On one level, 
harvest is a simple nudge, reminding us to be grateful for the foods we have 
and to be grateful to all those whose hard work has brought food to the shops 
and markets.  For this – today, and every day – we should give great thanks. 
 

However, harvest should also be a decidedly uncomfortable time.  As we fill 
our baskets and have the luxury of shopping according to taste, as we eat 
our fill (and sometimes beyond our fill!), and as we throw away food we didn’t 
get round to eating, we know that, even within a few miles, there are those 
who eat without the luxury of taste preference and those who will go hungry 
tonight.  Alongside this, as we walk across the fields, down country lanes or 
trek the North Downs, we face the reality that such natural beauty suffers from 
how we, as humans, engage with it. 
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God is rich in his blessing and we have so much to be thankful for.  As people 
of privilege, His explicit call on our lives is to share what we have and, as stew-
ards of creation, to protect His world.  So, this harvest, be encouraged to eat, 
drink and celebrate. Walk through nature and allow the joy of your heart to be 
your silent song of praise. But also hear again God’s call to generous living and 
maybe shed a tear as you remind yourself of the local and global reality of 
poverty, famine and climate change. 
 

Rob Tugwell 

Team Vicar 

SERVICES 2020/21 (YEAR B) 

OCTOBER 2021 

 

3rd October Trinity 18 
Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Genesis 2: 8-24;  Mark 10: 2-16 
10th October Trinity 19 
Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Amos 5: 6-7, 10-15;  Mark 10: 17-31 
17th October Trinity 20 

Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Isaiah 53: 4-end;  Mark 10: 35-45 
24th October Bible Sunday 
Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Isaiah 55: 1-11;  John 5: 36b-47 
31st October All Saints/Souls 
Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Revelations 21: 1-6a;  John 11: 32-44 
 
Thanks to the support of VOLUNTEERS, the Church will be 
open for Private Prayer between 10.00 am and 3.00 pm 
every day. 
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Any opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the 

positions of the Editor or Parochial Church Council.  We reserve the right to edit, and the right not to 

print:  no reason will be given.  Contributions will not be printed anonymously. 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
 

After school Club:    

Schooldays    to 6 pm               Cardwell Pavilion 
Bellringing Practice    

Mondays    7.30 - 9.30 pm   All Saints Church Tower 
Bourne Musicians (3 months - 5 years): 

Fridays                              9.30 - 11 am               Village Hall 
Brownies: 

Wednesdays    6.00—7.15 pm  Cardwell Pavilion 
Cubs: 

Fridays                                   6.30 - 7.45 pm        Kingswood Scout Hut 
Explorers:  

Thursdays                              7.00 - 9.00 pm                Kingswood Scout Hut 
Hucking WI 

3rd Thursday    7.00 pm     Little Budds Farm 
Mobile Library 

Wednesdays    11.55 am – 12.25 pm                        Village Hall 
Parish Council: 

2nd Monday (except August)    7.30 pm              Cardwell Pavilion  
Pilates Classes   

Thursday mornings        Village Hall 
Pre-School: 

Every School Day                 9.15 am – noon                    Cardwell Pavilion 
Reading Group : 

 Monthly                          Contact:         Barbara Lloyd 880282 
             Dawn Perry      880634 
School Terms     2021  Term 1: 1st September—22nd October 
    Term 2:         1st November—17th December 
  2022  Term 3: 4th January—11th February 
    Term 4: 21st February—11th April 
    Term 5: 19th April—27th May 
    Term 6:  6th June—22nd July 
Scouts: 

Wednesdays,           7.00 – 9.00 pm        Kingswood Scout Hut 
Short Mat Bowls:  

Mondays (not 2nd)              7.30 – 9.30 pm                         Village Hall 

Thursdays            7.30 – 9.30 pm             Village Hall 
WI Meetings:            

3rd Tuesday (Not August)    7.30 pm                         Village Hall 

Other Tuesday (July-September) 
        Boules     6.30 pm               Cardwell Pavilion 

 

Carole Findlay at hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com 
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Advertising space is sold in good faith.  No responsibility can be taken for the quality of 

goods or services offered. 

VILLAGE DIARY 
 
2nd 10.30-12.00 pm Litter Picking    Tanyard Green 
 7.30 pm  Detling Quiz    Detling Village Hall 
13th 12.10-12.40 pm Mobile Library   Village Hall 
14th 8.00 pm  Pantomime Auditions  Village Hall 
?    Garden Society Annual Supper 
11th 7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting  Cardwell Pavilion 
17th 7.30 pm  Pantomime Auditions  Village Hall 
19th 7.45 pm  W.I. Meeting    Village Hall 
23rd 10.00 am  Police Surgery   Village Hall 
 7.30 pm  Dr. Jazz Evening   Detling Church 
31st      2.00 am  Summer Time Ends    
November 

6th 7.30 pm  Poetry of Pam Ayres  Detling Church 
8th 7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting  Cardwell Pavilion 
10th 12.10-12.40pm Mobile Library   Village Hall 
16th 7.45 pm  W.I. Meeting    Village Hall 
17th    Parish Assembly   Village Hall 
20th     Detling Village Christmas Bazaar  Detling Village Hall 
21st    Stir Up Sunday 
December 

8th 12.10-12.40 pm Mobile Library   Village Hall 
13th 7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting  Cardwell Pavilion 
14th 7.45 pm  W.I .Christmas Party (TBC)  Village Hall 
24th    Christmas Eve 
25th    Christmas Day 
26th    Boxing Day 
31st     New Year’s Eve 
January 

1st    New Year’s Day 
February 

9th—12th   Pantomime – Goldilocks  Village Hall 
 
New additions in red. 
Please send information for Village Diary and Regular Meetings to 
Carole Findlay 01622.583636   
hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com  

The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing at the right time, 
but also to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting moment.  
 

If they squeeze olives to get olive oil, how do they get baby oil? 
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LEEDS SERVICES 
 

3rd October  Leeds  9.30 am  Harvest Café Service 
10th October  Broomfield 3.30 pm  Harvest Festival 
17th October  Leeds  9.30 am  Communion 
24th October  Kingswood 11.00 am  Family Communion 
31st October  Otham 11.00 am  Area Communion 

EDITORS NOTES  
 

A little more information is gradually trickling in as groups start to get together 
at last.  We have a report of the Autumn Garden Show (sadly the date 
appeared too late to make the Magazine Diary) and the W.I. seems to be 
mostly back to full power. 
 

A number of dates to note for October  -  the Parish Council is organising a 
Litter Pick in the Village at 10.30 am on Saturday, 2nd October, meeting at 
Tanyard Green.  Detling Church has a Quiz at 7.30 pm that evening at 
Detling Village Hall. 
 

The Pantomime Group are back!  Auditions are due to take place in the 
Village Hall on Wednesday, 14th, at 8 pm and on Sunday, 17th, at 7.30 pm.  All 
talents are required, on stage, back stage, up-staged for the production 
taking place in February.  Goodness, talking about next year already! 
 

Half-term kicks off on the 22nd, with everyone back on 1st November, after a 
scary Halloween.  Take note – the clocks go back one hour on Sunday, 31st 

October, so an extra hour in bed (if you are lucky).   
 

There is a Police Surgery for residents at the Village Hall at 10 am on Saturday, 

23rd October.  Detling (again) have a Dr. Jazz Evening on the 23rd – held at 
Detling Church.  Lively entertainment. 
 

Please keep me informed of anything to do with ANY organisation you are 
connected with.  I will try to keep up. 
 

Autumn is approaching – time to watch nature make those subtle shifts 
between the seasons. 
 

CAROLE FINDLAY 
Hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com 
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All Saints Church  
Hollingbourne 

Thanks to the support of  
VOLUNTEERS from the 

church community, the 
Church will be open every day 
from 10.00 a.m. until 3.00 p.m. 
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Compassionate and caring service 
For the bereaved day 
or night 
 
Michael Lawrence 
Funeral Director 
 

Rik Moore 
6 Marlborough Parade, Beverley Road, Barming, Maidstone, ME16 
9JN.  
Tel: 01622 920300 
barming@familyfuneralservice.net 
 

Karan LeQuelenec 
4 Cavendish Way, Bearsted, Maidstone,  ME15 8PW. 
Tel: 01622 920305  

Pest Purge Ltd 
       For all your  
   pest problems 

 

Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fleas 
Wasps, Rabbits, Fox and Birds 

No job too small, same day 
support 

Talk to your local, friendly Pest 
Control Business 

  

A small boy stunned his parents when 
he began to empty his pockets of 
coins. Finally his mother asked him 
where he had got all that money. "At 
c h u r c h , "  t h e  b o y  r e p l i e d 
nonchalantly. "They have bowls of it 
there." 

The scientific theory I like best is 
that the rings of Saturn are 
composed entirely of lost airline 
luggage. 
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WI NEWS OCTOBER 2021 
 
Our August summer ‘outing’ stayed very close to home – in fact we lolled 
around the Millenium Green and shared our picnics in the sunshine.  
Delighted to be able to relax and catch up with the news and start to make 
plans for restarting our activities.    
 

Our September speaker, John Mills, who talked about ‘Life Inside’, was both 
amusing and informative.   He did work at Maidstone Prison and told a tale 
about a prisoner from another prison who hatched a fool proof plot to 
escape.   This enterprising gentleman hid under a delivery van and held on 
waiting for the next stop where he planned to cut and run.  Unfortunately, this 
stop turned out to be -  Maidstone Prison! 
 

Looking ahead, we have already booked our tables for the annual Christmas 
celebration at the Great Danes.     
 

We will join in with the Parish Council’s Litter Pick on Saturday 2nd October at 
10.30 am.   This proves to be an unexpectedly convivial occasion, which 
leaves one with an enhanced awareness of any litter within your peripheral 
vision. 
 

Hollingbourne WI will celebrate the 96th anniversary of its inauguration on 
Monday, 11th October, at noon in the Sugar Loaves with coffee and cakes – 
what else? 
 

October 19th meeting will host the welcome return of Peter Griffith – the ex-
Cathay Pacific pilot who entertained us so brilliantly in July.   We are looking 
forward to more of his meticulously prepared presentation about his 
adventures in the sky.   Visitors are very welcome after 8pm at the Village Hall.   
£3 on the door of Hollingbourne Village Hall. 
 

Val Williams 
Secretary: Hollingbourne WI 

Who’d be a landlord? 
 
Excerpts from real life requests sent by tenants 
 

1.   The toilet is blocked, and we cannot bathe the children until it is cleared. 
2.   This is to let you know that there is a smell coming from the man next 
door. 
3.   The toilet seat is cracked: where do I stand? 
4.   I am writing on behalf of my sink, which is running away from the wall. 
5.   I request your permission to remove my drawers in the kitchen. 
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Canterbury Diocese welcomes new Readers 

 
On 26th  September at Canterbury Cathedral, the Diocese of Canterbury 
welcomed five new Readers and celebrated the ministry of all Readers in a 
special service.  
 

Ann Harrison, who was admitted on line last year,  regularly assists at the 
services at All Saints, HOLLINGBOURNE.  Addressing the Cathedral's 
congregation, the Rt Revd Rose Hudson-Wilkin, Bishop of Dover, said: "Being a 
Reader is not about being dressed in beautiful robes. Being a Reader is about 
being engaged in the life of the mission of the Church. You are engaged in 
mission, because what we are doing is enabling the wider community to 
experience something of the glory of God.  What you are doing is offering 
worship in the life of the community and we should never think any less 
because it is not the Eucharist. We should never apologise. Your ministry is 
unique, it is different. So do your ministry and do it well." 
 

Reflecting on the significance of the day, Lay Ministries Adviser & Pastoral 
Secretary Nigel Collins said, "Our service last year had to take place online, so 
it was wonderful to be able to hold this joyful and uplifting celebration of lay 
ministry as part of the worshipping life of our Cathedral.  It was indeed an 
inspiring and memorable occasion as we recognised the valuable and unique 
contribution of Readers as ministers of the Word in the life of our diocese." 

My mother is a cleaning fanatic. One Saturday she told me and my brother to 
get down to the living room and straighten it up.  We had held a party there 
the previous evening, and she was none too happy about the mess. 
 

As she watched us work, it was clear that Mum was completely dissatisfied 
with our cleaning efforts and let us know it.  Finally, my brother, exasperated 
with having to do it all over again, reached for a broom and asked Mum, 
"Can I use this, or were you planning to go somewhere?" 

A Sunday School teacher had just concluded her lesson and wanted to make 
sure she had made her point. She said, “Can anyone tell me what you must 
do before you can obtain forgiveness of sin?”  
 

There was a short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small boy 
spoke up. "Sin?"  
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Pest Purge Ltd 
       For all your  
   pest problems 

 

Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fleas 
Wasps, Rabbits, Fox and Birds 

No job too small, same day 
support 

Talk to your local, friendly Pest 
Control Business 

  

01622 880031 

We Clean So You Don’t 

Domestic Cleaning 
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Harrietsham ComputersHarrietsham ComputersHarrietsham ComputersHarrietsham Computers    
Computer Problems? 

Need an upgrade or a new machine? 

Just want some extra tuition? 

For local, friendly, experienced help, call 

Mike Cuerden on 01622Mike Cuerden on 01622Mike Cuerden on 01622Mike Cuerden on 01622----859442 or859442 or859442 or859442 or    

07963 02009207963 02009207963 02009207963 020092    

No call out fee 

Reasonable rates 

Private and commercial work 

No job too small 

Harrietsham ComputersHarrietsham ComputersHarrietsham ComputersHarrietsham Computers    
9 

MEETING AT TANYARD GREEN 
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Music Notes October 2021 
 

lt has been a long time coming, but at last there are some local concerts to 
which we may look forward, so my format is getting back to the traditional.  
Here is what I have found in the way of local music – all subject to there being 
no deterioration in the virus situation of course: 
Wednesday, 29th September  -  7.30pm at Rochester Cathedral – Harry 
Christopher’s 'The 16' continue their 2021 Choral Pilgrimage with a programme 
entitled 'the call of Rome'. Details and booking https://thesixteen.com/
events/the-choral-pilgrimage-2021-rochester. 
 

Saturday, 9th October  -    7.30pm at Maidstone Leisure Centre MDE15 
7RN – Maidstone Symphony Orchestra start their season with a programme 
that includes Bruch’s Violin Concerto No.1 and Mendelssohn’s Symphony No 
3.  Tickets at the door or call 07817 429143 
 

Saturday, 30tg October  -    7.30pm at St. Nicholas Church, Allington 
ME16 0DE – Maidstone Choral Union’s first post-lockdown concert will be a 
melange of short classical works (composers include Handel, Haydn and 
Mozart ), spir ituals  and folksongs .  Tickets via https://
maidstonechoralunion.co.uk 
 

Saturday, 13th November  -   7.30pm at Holy Cross Church, Bearsted – 
Bearsted Choral Society perform Mozart's Requiem Mass and Joseph Haydn's 
'Little Organ Mass'. Tickets etc: info@bearstedchoral.org.uk 
 

There are other concerts planned for later in November, including those by 
Sutton Valence Choral Society and Maidstone Singers – details next month.  
And if the weather turns bad, don’t forget that twenty of the best Proms will 
still be available until 11th October on BBCiPlayer.   Highlights of the Leeds 

International Piano Competition will also be on BBCiPlayer throughout 
October.   
 

Brian Hardy 

If you can smile when things go wrong, you probably have someone in mind 
to blame.  
 

The easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy a 
replacement.  
 

When dog food is new and improved tasting, who tests it? 

The church will host an evening of fine dining, superb entertainment, and 
gracious hostility. 
 

Harvest Supper Friday at 6pm. Prayer and medication to follow. 
 

The Men’s group will meet at 6pm. Steak, mashed potatoes, green beans, 
wine and dessert will be served for a nominal feel. 
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The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 
 
 
My dear Nephew Darren, 
 

It has all been excitement and activity here this last week, with a period 
drama being filmed using our church.  It was remarkable how many people 
felt the need to drop in to church to collect magazines, check the reading 
rota or arrange flowers, just happening to stumble over the film stars en 
route.  If only they were filming every week, then our brasses would be 
permanently gleaming, woodwork smothered in beeswax and the notice 
board kept in a state of perpetual tidiness. 
 

Our Ladies’ Guild was thrilled to be asked to take part in a crowd scene.  I 
saw little point in the wardrobe department taking hours fitting them out with 
Victorian dresses, as the result was little different from normal.  The only 
awkward moment came after filming, when Mrs Simms was told she could 
now remove her bustle.  She told the girl she already had. 
 

The producer thanked me for taking the trouble of going round church 
before they arrived, removing all those modern conveniences that would 
not have been there in the nineteenth century.  I hadn’t the heart to tell him 
that nothing was any different from normal. 
 

Lord Marchmount was thoroughly miffed that they were not also using his 
castle for filming, even though the producer explained with exemplary 
patience that they needed a nineteenth century setting, not one which 
looked as if the cast had just returned from the Crusades.  His revenge, 
getting the farm staff to spread slurry in all the surrounding fields throughout 
filming, has apparently meant that film stars now have a clause in their 
contracts protecting them from rural life.  The issue of whether the outbreak 
of salmonella poisoning in the cast had anything to do with the catering 
caravan being liberally coated is to be settled in the courts. 
 

When all was finished, I thought it only right to invite the film crew and actors 
to the vicarage for sherry.  When the producer left, I was delighted to be 
told he had just discovered the perfect home for filming his next project – 
which is about Elizabethan poverty. 
 

Your loving uncle, 
 

Eustace 
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Zebra crossings – saving lives for 70 years 
 

Seventy years ago, on 31st October 1951, zebra crossings were introduced 
officially in the UK.  The first one was in Slough, Berkshire. 
 

The crossings had been trialled over two years at 1000 experimental sites, 
but in 1951 the black and white striped pedestrian crossings were approved, 
with their flashing Belisha beacons, and all drivers were required by law to 
stop as soon as a pedestrian set foot on them. 
 

The crossings were the brainchild of Yorkshireman and traffic engineer 
George ‘Dr Zebra’ Charlesworth, a physicist who had worked on the Barnes 
Wallis-designed bouncing bomb during the war. His zebra crossings were 
certainly responsible for saving many lives. 
 

The Belisha beacons, an integral part of the crossing but used since 1934, 
were introduced by Leslie Hore-Belisha, who served as Minister of Transport 
at the time. 
 

Zebra crossings were adopted throughout the world, from continental 
Europe to North America, Singapore and Australia. They have now been 
superseded to some extent in the UK by pelican crossings, which are 
controlled by lights. These were introduced in 1969. While zebras were 
named because of their appearance, a pelican crossing (originally pelicon) 
is so named as a contraction of the phrase ‘pedestrian light controlled’. 

What the young monk found 
 

A young monk was assigned to help other monks copy out the old canons 
and laws of the church by hand.  On his very first day he noticed that all the 
monks were copying from copies, not from the original.  So, the new monk 
pointed out that if someone had made even a small error in the first copy, 
that error would be continued in all the subsequent copies. 
 

The head monk said: “You make a good point, my son.'  So, he went down 
into the dark caves underneath the monastery where the original 
manuscripts were held in a locked vault that had not been opened for 
hundreds of years.  Hours went by and nobody saw the old abbot. 
 

Finally, the old monk returned, looking distraught.  "We missed the R !  We 
missed the R ! We missed the R ! The word was... CELEB R ATE!” 

Five fun things to do during boring sermons 
 

1    Pass a note to the organist asking whether he/she plays requests. 
2    See if a yawn really is contagious.  
3   Slap your neighbour. See if they turn the other cheek. If not, raise your     
 hand and tell the minister.  
4    Try to take the handbag of the lady in front of you by putting your toe 
 through the handle. 
5    If all else fails, look up at the ceiling, point, and scream. 
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Defender of the Faith 
 

It was 500 years ago, on 11th October 1521, that Pope Leo X granted the title 
‘Defender of the Faith’ to King Henry VIII of England and Ireland. It 
recognised the King’s defence of the sacrament of marriage, the supremacy 
of the Pope, and his opposition to the Protestant Reformation and the ideas 
of Martin Luther. The title has been inherited by all British monarchs since then. 
 

Ironically, it was only 17 years later that Henry was excommunicated by 
another Pope, Paul III, because of his divorce from Catherine of Aragon. 
Even more ironically, this came after Henry had his next queen, Anne Boleyn, 
executed. His infatuation with Anne had been the reason he decided 
excommunication was a price worth paying, in the hope that she would 
provide him with an heir. 
 

Anne was a keen supporter of Martin Luther, and her influence – and the 
excommunication – led to the independence of Britain from the Roman 
Catholic Church, and therefore to the Reformation.  
 

Anne was the mother of Queen Elizabeth I, the strongly Protestant and long-
lived sovereign who was in fact the successor that Henry VIII had longed for. 
It just never occurred to him that it could be a woman. 

Hollingbourne Reading Group 
 

Although things are easing and COVID restrictions are less stringent, we have 
not met as a group. Several of our members have moved away from 
Hollingbourne, but we hope to reform soon. 
 

This month has been dominated by Women Authors. 
 

The Women’s Prize for Fiction has been awarded to Susanna Clarke for 
‘Piranesi’, the strange story of a house.  This author wrote ‘The Strange Case of 
Jonathon Strange & Mr Norrell’.  Reviews range from Brilliant to Disappointing. 
 

Another returning author is Paula Hawkins, author of ‘Girl on a Train’, whose 
new book is ‘A Slow Fire Burning’.  Finally, the new Sally Rooney book is 
‘Beautiful World Where Are You?’ 
 

A favourite author is Sebastian Faulks whose new book is ‘Snow Country’. 
 

Pat Barker has written a sequel to ‘The Silence of the Girls’ entitled ‘The 
Women of Troy.’ 
 

Lots of exciting titles this month. 
 

Dawn Perry 

880634 
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The Hollingbourne Pantomime is alive and kicking 
and ready and prepared to go forward to a new 
production in 2022! 
 

This time we have a new writer, Jerry Osborn, who 
has trodden the boards in past shows and has come up 
with an entirely new and original version of  the classic 
‘Goldilocks’. 
 

We’ll be looking for back-stage crew who like making 
scenery, painting or generally doing stuff. 
 

And what might loosely be called ‘auditions’ (anyone 
can try anything out and see how they get on!)  will be 
held on Thursday, 14th, and Sunday, 17th October, 
(take your pick) in the Village Hall at 8.00pm on 
Thursday and 7.30pm on Sunday. 
 

The shows will go on from the 9th to 12th February, 
2022, in the Hall, so make a note in your diary for the 
best, all home produced local panto there is! 
 

Looking forward to seeing you all! 
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A D Pink Electrical 
Local Family Business 

All types of electrical installations  
Full rewires to single sockets 
Garden and security lighting 

Fully insured 
NICEIC Part P Domestic Installer 

 Tel 01622 884774/07761559744 
Email: andypink1@aol.com        

 

Pest Control Services 
All Pest Problems Dealt With Including: 

Rats Mice Moles Rabbits Insects 
Wasps Squirrels  

Bee Swarms Removed 
 

Discreet And Prompt Service  
Fully Insured 

Andy Pink 
01622.884774 or 07761.559744 
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PARAPROSDOKIANS...  
 

(Winston Churchill loved them) are figures of speech in which the latter part of 
a sentence or phrase is surprising or unexpected; frequently humorous.  Could 
you invent one?   Please send your entry to the magazine editor and we will 
give a prize for the best! 
 

1.   Where there's a will, I want to be in it. 
2.   The last thing I want to do is hurt you, but it's still on my list. 
3.   Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until 
 you hear them speak. 
4.   We never really grow up; we only learn how to act in public. 
6.   War does not determine who is right - only who is left. 
7.   They begin the evening news with 'Good Evening,' then proceed to tell 
 you why it isn't. 
8.   To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is 
 research. 
9.   Buses stop in bus stations. Trains stop in train stations. On my desk is a 
 work station. 
10.  I thought I wanted a career. Turns out I just wanted the pay cheques. 

 

 
Volunteer Recruitment on Zoom 
Saturday, 9th October at 10 am 

 
 
 

Prospective and existing volunteers, our virtual volunteer recruitment event is a 
chance to find out about the valuable contribution volunteers make by giving the gift 
of time regularly and on an ad hoc basis. 
 
We know from speaking to our existing volunteers that doing good, does you good! 
For prospective volunteers we have a variety of roles across all departments. These 
enable volunteers to revive existing skills or learn new ones; 
• providing excellent customer service in our hospice cafe and 14 shops 
• supporting patients and their families in their own homes or on our 10 bed 

Inpatient Unit 
• helping raise funds at our Hospice events 
• delivering Living Well sessions, provide office administration support 
• help spread the word about our outstanding Hospice 
 

We are keen to meet everyone especially those who would like to work with our 
patients and their families, as a Compassionate Neighbour and to work in our 
shops. 
 

If you would like to find out more please email volunteers@hokh.co.uk or call 
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DETLING CHURCH EVENTS 
 

Please find below a list of fund-raising events and contact 
the named person for each to book and secure your tickets 
asap. 
 
 
 

Saturday, 2nd October – Quiz Night 7.30 pm start @ 
Detling Village Hall. 
Tickets £10 each, to include a ploughman’s supper, bring 
your own drinks and glasses.  Contact Sally on 
07376.295007 for further enquiries or to book your 
places/tables. (Max table of 8).  If you are not a full table, we 
will happily put you with others to make a table up). 
 

Saturday, 23rd October – Dr Jazz Evening 7.30 pm start 
@ Detling Church. 
Tickets £10 to include a glass of wine.  Book your place 
early to secure seeing this fab band.  Contact Sally on 
07376.295007 for all enquiries or to book your tickets or e 
mail sally.howells3@btinternet.com 
 

Make your own ceramic Christmas wreath, morning and 
afternoon workshops with limited places available at Detling 
Church. 
 Contact Brenda via brendaburgess@brendaburgessarts.co.uk for 
bookings and further information. 
 

Saturday, 6th November - A humorous recital of the poetry 
of Pam Ayres by Sue Spiel takes place @ Detling Church 
on at 7.30pm.  Tickets £5 to include tea/coffee and a slice of 
cake.  Contact  Steve on 01622.736034 or e 
mail sw_west@btinternet.com 
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All in the month of OCTOBER 
 

It was:  
 

500 years ago, on 11th October, 1521, that Pope Leo X granted the title 
‘Defender of the Faith’ to King Henry VIII of England and Ireland.  It recognised 
the King’s defence of the sacrament of marriage, the supremacy of the Pope, 
and his opposition to the Protestant Reformation and the ideas of Martin 
Luther.  The title has been inherited by British monarchs since then. 
 

250 years ago, on 17th October, 1771, that the premiere of Mozart’s pastoral 
opera, ‘Ascanio in Alba’, took place in Milan, Italy.  Mozart was then aged 15. 
 

150 years ago, from 8th to 10th October, 1871, that the Great Chicago Fire took 
place. A fire in a barn quickly spread, following a long period of hot, dry 
weather.  About 300 people were killed, over three square miles of the city 
was destroyed, and around 100,000 people made homeless.   Also at this time 
was the Peshtigo Fire of Wisconsin – it burned 1,200,000 acres and killed up to 
2,500 people – the deadliest wildfire in US history. 
 

125 years ago, on 3rd October, 1896, that William Morris, British textile designer, 
poet novelist and socialist, died.  Best known for his association with the Arts 
and Crafts Movement.  
 

90 years ago, on 24th October, 1931, that the George Washington Bridge was 
opened. It spans the Hudson River and links Manhattan to Fort Lee, New 
Jersey.  
 

80 years ago, from 2nd October, 1941, to 7th January, 1942, that the Battle of 
Moscow took place.  Nazi Germany launched a massive offensive against the 
Soviet capital.  It was one of the largest and most important battles of World 
War II.  Soviet victory.  
 

75 years ago, on 1st October, 1946, that the International War Crimes Tribunal 
in Nuremberg ended.  12 Nazi leaders were sentenced to death for war crimes 
committed during WWII.  10 of them were hanged on 16th October.  Hermann 
Goering committed suicide the night before he was to be hanged. 
 

70 years ago, from 15th to 17th October, 1951, that the first party election 
broadcasts were televised in the UK.  The three main parties, Liberal, 
Conservative and Labour, were allocated 15 minutes each. 
 

Also 70 years ago, on 18th October, 1951, that Snowdonia National Park was 
established in Wales.   
 

Also 70 years ago, on 30th October, 1951, that Dartmoor National Park was 
established. 
 

Also 70 years ago, on 31st October, 1951, that zebra crossings were introduced 
in the UK.  The first one was in Slough, Berks.   
 

65 years ago, from 29th October to 7th November, 1956, that the Suez Crisis 
took place.  Israel invaded Egypt in an attempt to regain Western control of 
the  Suez  Canal  and  remove  President  Gamal  Abdel  Nasser  from  power.   
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within 48 hours AFTER you reported it on the MBC website. 
 

Study suggests LED lighting hurts moth numbers 
 

Research led by the UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology has found that LED 
lights are producing even worse light pollution for insects than the traditional 
sodium bulbs they are replacing. The study found that the abundance of 
moth caterpillars in hedgerows by rural roads in England was 52% lower under 
LED lights and 41% lower under sodium lights when compared with nearby 
unlit areas. In grass margins, moth caterpillar numbers near LEDs were a third 
lower than in unlit areas, whereas sodium lights had little effect on 
abundance. On this note I shall continue my one-man battle for dark skies in 
our AONB unless you tell me not to. 
 

Animal Protection 
 

Swift intervention has been undertaken by the Maidstone Borough Council 
Community Protection Team in relation to a pet shop in Maidstone.  
After being alerted to welfare concerns within Maidstone Aquatics about the 
rabbits they were selling, the Animal Licensing Inspector conducted an 
inspection with a veterinarian. The operator is now working with them to 
correct the issues identified.  
 

If anyone has any concerns about animal welfare in animal establishments in 
Maidstone they should contact the Community Protection Team by emailing: 
communityprotection@maidstone.gov.uk.  
 
Electrics recycling confusion 
 

A survey by BT has indicated that almost half of Brits have unwanted 
electrical waste, with nearly a third not knowing how to recycle it. 
Around three-quarters of respondents admitted to having thrown away 
electronics into the waste bin, committing the goods to landfill rather than 
taking them to be recycled. More than half engaged in 'wishful recycling' – 
throwing unwanted electronics into the recycling bin in the hope they will 
reach a recycling centre. In Maidstone you can put your electrics and 
batteries in a bag or box placed on top of your BLACK bin 
 

And finally... 
 

Please visit the Archbishops Palace consultation platform: https://
maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/council-and-democracy/primary-
areas/consultations/live-consultations/archbishops-palace 
 
Your voice counts !!! 
 

PATRIK GARTEN        
MBC Councillor for North Downs Ward  (Conservative) 
 
Phone: 01622-807907 
patrikgarten@maidstone.gov.uk 
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25/09/2021 

 
Dear Residents, 
 

This is a calm before the storm newsletter. Next week we’ll have full council 
and major decisions will be taken. We seek to introduce four yearly elections, 
which received over 70% support by you, the consulted electorate. Also on 
the agenda will be our proposed move to an executive system of 
government. Actually, as things stand right now, we are working on an 
executive hybrid, encompassing the best of both worlds. I would like to write 
about some very exciting news about litter (not fly-tipping) enforcement, but I 
am not allowed to talk about it before the end of the month.  Last but not 
least, in early October the Local Plan Review will receive its final touches and 
approvals before going to Regulation 19 consultation. 
 

It’s the perfect calm before the storm …  I shall send you the news hot off the 
press when things happen over the next few weeks. 
 

For now, just a few thoughts: 
 

BINS 
 

As you may know, there are currently severe problems with bin collections 
nationally. 
 

The problems stem from the national driver shortage and the (soon to be 
abolished) rule that if one crew member is diagnosed with Covid, all three 
crew have to self-isolate. These national issues come on top of our usual local 
problems such as road closures, etc. 
 

I know it may be of little consolation to you, but compared to our neighbours – 
Tonbridge for instance – Maidstone is performing pretty well in this crisis. 
However, in order to fulfil our statutory duties to remove food, black-bin waste 
and recycling, our contractor is compromising on the garden waste, which is 
a  discretionary service. 
 

The  food, black bin waste and recycling collections are paid for out of your 
taxes. The gardening collection is paid for by your annual subscription. So 
legally you are in a private contract with Maidstone for garden waste and you 
could take civil action against MBC for non performance in a County Court. 
Obviously we want to avoid taking such drastic measures. Maidstone is aware 
of the shortcomings and there are considerations afloat as to how to 
compensate affected members of the public, possibly by offering a reduced 
rate next year or, in extreme cases, a partial refund of your fees. 
 

Please 'hang in there' and, for now, please collect your report references. 
Obviously continue always to report missed bins. I promise you that the crews 
and officers do read them. I will send updates via my newsletter. 
 

Obviously, collections of food, black bin waste and recycling are a different 
issue, as explained – we have a statutory duty to care concerning these.  
Please  continue  to  notify  me  of every  collection which has not been made  
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Britain and France joined the invasion, but were forced to withdraw by the 
United Nations, the USA and the USSR.  British Prime Minister Anthony Eden 
resigned in January, 1957, and Sinai was occupied by Israel until March, 1957. 
 

60 years ago, on 6th October, 1961, that US President John F Kennedy advised 
Americans to build bomb shelters to protect themselves from nuclear fallout in 
the event of an attack by the Soviet Union. 
 

50 years ago, on 1st October, 1971, that the first CT scan was performed on a 
patient at Atkinson Morley Hospital in Wimbledon. 
 

40 years ago, on 3rd October, 1981, that a hunger strike by IRA members in 
Maze Prison, County Down, ended after seven months. 10 prisoners had died.   
 

30 years ago, on 20th October, 1991, that the Oakland-Berkey Firestorm took 
place in California.  A grass/bush fire spread to the hillsides, fanned by strong 
winds.  25 people were killed and 150 injured.  Thousands of homes were 
destroyed. 
 

25 years ago, on 18th October, 1996, that the journal Science published the first 
study that showed a causal link between a toxin found in tobacco smoke and 
the development of lung cancer. 
 

20 years ago, on 7th October, 2001, that the first US and British forces arrived in 
Afghanistan to launch a massive military offensive following the 9/11 terrorist 
attack. 
 

10 years ago, on 20th October, 2011, that Muammar Gaddafi, head of state of 
Libya (1969-2011) was captured and killed by military from the National 
Transitional Council. 
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HOLLINGBOURNE PARISH 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

The Next Meetings are to be held on  
Monday, 11th October 
Monday, 8th November 
Monday, 13th December 

At 7.30 pm 
At The Cardwell Pavilion 

Residents and representatives of the media interested in joining the 
meeting should contact the Clerk via pchollingbourne@gmail.com .   

The Parish Council’s aim is to include them within the meeting.* 
There will be a 10 minute interval before the meeting to 

Police Surgery 
The Windmill Village Hall 

Saturday 23rd October, 2021.  
 10 – 11 am 

 

Our local Police Community Support Officer will be 
holding a Police Surgery in the village. Please come 

along and discuss any policing issues which may be af-
fecting you or as an individual or as a community. 

 

Please bring a face mask, meeting will be in the foyer or 
side meeting room. 
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Fire WoodFire WoodFire WoodFire Wood    
LogsLogsLogsLogs    

KindlingKindlingKindlingKindling    
Seasoned firewood 

suitable for all fires from 
local coppiced woods. 

 

Please call Norman 
07733.328715 

 
Architectural & Interior Design 

 

  Residential             Commercial   
 Extensions              Alterations 
New Builds       Bldg Regs 
LA Planning & Listed Buildings 

Tel: 01622 880006 / 07785 544255 
PORTICO ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS 

6 Tilefields, Hollingbourne,        ME17 
1TZ 

E-mail: info@portico-uk.com 

   Gary Tickle  
Conservation bricklayer/ 

builder 
All building works 

undertaken  
 

Specialising in :-  
Alterations, chimneys 

Brickwork, lime mortar  
& flint work 

 
Mobile: 07710 096506 
Home: 01795 881784 

 

Email: Gary-
tickle@outlook.com 
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Friends of Hollingbourne’s Historic Church 
 

The Friends of Hollingbourne Historic Church was formed and 
registered as a charity in 2003, with the only object of providing 
funds for the restoration, maintenance and improvement of the 
church building and churchyard.   
 

A number of people in the village contribute to the funds, either 
monthly or annually, and the intention was to build up a fund of at 
least £40,000 for emergencies, as well as helping to pay for many 
maintenance and repair jobs as they occurred.  A building like our 
church needs continuous maintenance and the Friends have 
contributed considerable amounts over the years. 
 

2004   Replace the floor under one set of pews  £   1,900 
2006   Contribution to roof repairs    £   6,000 
2009   Making safe the electrical system   £   9,368 
2010   Emergency repair to Lychgate    £   2,593 
2013   Tree surgery to many trees in churchyard  £   2,500 
2018   Repair to Vestry roof     £ 10,000 
2020 Repair to porch roof     £   7,632 
 

Total to date:                  £ 39,993 

 
This is an average of over £2,000 a year.  A further £500 is to be 
paid this year for the repair of the external lighting to the tower. 
 

Sadly, the number of contributors is declining, through death or 
moving away, and we have not quite reached our target of a 
£40,000 reserve fund.  We would love to have more contributors. 
The normal size of donations is between £2 and £10 per month, but 
we do have one or two more generous contributors.  
 

Anyone who would like to contribute should contact John Holley 
at Toadflax, Pilgrims Way, Hollingbourne, ME17 1UT (01622 880352) 
email jgholleyberry@icloud.com or me at Limekiln House, 
Hollingbourne, Hill ME17 1QH (01622 880520) 
andrew@limekilnhoue.co.uk.  John or I will provide you with a 
Bankers Order and Gift Aid declaration. 
 

Andrew Brice 
Chairman 
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LEEDS CASTLE 
 

As I write, we should be heading for autumn, but the summer appears to 
have returned, giving us a welcome extra burst of sunshine after a dreary 
August.  The gardens at the Castle are looking lovely, with the last of the 
summer flowers blooming. Our gardens team are now working on preparing 
the shrubs and the ground for a good growing season in 2022. There is always 
something to do in the garden! 
 

Since I wrote last, we have hosted the Leeds Castle Concert, which 8,000 
happy concert-goers attended, including many of you.  Postponed from July 
due to COVID restrictions, it was wonderful to see the return of live 
performance after such a long time and many of you have told me that it 
was the best concert ever!   
 

Hosted by conductor John Rigby, with the fabulous London Philharmonic 
Orchestra playing a selection of accessible classical pieces, songs from the 
world of musical theatre and finally a number of classic pop songs, there was 
something for everyone and much dancing was underway by the end! 
 

Even if you weren’t able to attend, I hope that you enjoyed the Spitfire fly-
over and the two stunning sets of fireworks which topped the evening off 
perfectly.  The concert will return to its usual July date in 2022. 
 

August was an extremely busy month at the Castle and it was great to 
welcome so many visitors to enjoy the beauty of the castle, grounds and 
gardens.  The new Obstacle Course in Vineyard Field was very popular, as 
was the Book of Leeds Castle-y Challenges that was free to all ticket-holders. 
Every family seemed to be working their way through the challenge booklet, 
rolling down hills, dabbling their feet in the stream, playing Pooh Sticks and 
other fun outdoor challenges.   
 

We are still in the middle of peak weddings season until the end of 
September and will have hosted 45 weddings during August and September. 
It is great to see the castle return to peak operation, with the 
accommodation also fully occupied across August. This buoyant business 
has been a huge relief, given the sluggish business we have seen between 
April and July this year.   
 

From 6th September we are running Sculptures at the Castle, a Botanical 
Showcase, featuring more than 30 stunning artworks from contemporary 
sculptors, situated all around the estate.  This is included in your ticket price 
and runs until 3rd October. 
 

At October Half Term we will be running Hallowe’en at Leeds Castle, with a 
series of spooky themed activities for families to enjoy. Autumn colours will 
also be out around that time and are expected to be especially good this 
year, given the weather conditions, so don’t forget to check these out during 
October on your footpath walks and visits. 
 

The popular Fireworks Event is scheduled for Saturday, 6th, and Sunday, 7th 
November  and  tickets  will  be  on  sale  by the  time  you  read  this.  It is the  
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diversion information on their project website, where you can also sign 
up for updates directly into your inbox, as well as on our social media 
channels. 
 

Following construction, they will be carrying out landscaping improve-
ments around the junction, this will include seeding and planting of 
trees and shrubs. 
 

Find out more about the improvements at our virtual exhibition 
 

The virtual room will be open from 9am Wednesday 22 September 
and will remain available for the rest of scheme 
 

If you want to get in touch, you can email at 
M2j5@highwaysengland.co.uk or call the Customer Contact Centre on 

0300 123 5000. 

Leeds Castle and Hollingbourne  
Garden Society Autumn show success 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The first Leeds Castle and Hollingbourne Garden Society show back since 
Covid was a huge success. With less categories, and a layout to allow for 
social distancing, there were still plenty of entries and, more importantly, 
great Cream teas and cakes on offer. 
 

Gordon was awarded an honorary medal for his many years of contributors 
and successes. 
 

Next year will mark the society’s 150th year, keep an eye out for any 

planned celebrations and events. 

Once asked how many people worked in the Vatican, the Pope replied, 
‘Oh, about half.”  

A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took Jesus 
with them to Jerusalem.   A small child replied: "They couldn't get a baby-
sitter." 
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National Highways – M2 Junction 5 Start of Works 
 

M2 Junction 5 Improvement Scheme – start of preparation work and 

virtual exhibition 
 

National Highways will be starting construction on improvements for the M2 
junction 5 Stockbury interchange in January 2022. Ahead of this, they need 
to carry out some preparation work, which will start soon. 
 

 Preparation work – from September 2021: 
 

The preparation work will include: 
The diversion of water pipes, electricity and phone lines 
The installation of a site compound 
Vegetation and site clearance 

Most of this work will be taking place away from the roads and will 
not require any lane or road closures. However, in order to divert 
some utilities, there will be occasions when they will need to close 
either the A249 northbound or southbound carriageway. These 
closures will be overnight and at weekends. More details of these 
closures will be made available on their project webpage and 
National Highways south east social media channels as detailed 
below. 
 
Main construction – from January 2022: 
 

The main construction work will start in January 2022 running until 
winter 2024, and includes: 

Providing a new flyover, over the top of the existing roundabout, 
allowing free-flowing movement on the A249. 

Creating two new dedicated free-flowing slip roads: 
o left turn from the A249 southbound to the M2 westbound towards 
London 
o left turn from the A249 northbound to the M2 eastbound towards 
Canterbury 

Closing the connection from the Maidstone Road to the A249 Stockbury 
Roundabout 

Re-routing the Maidstone Road to link with Oad Street 
Building a new link from Oad Street that connects directly with the A249 

Stockbury roundabout and closing the existing junction of Oad 
Street and the A249 

Closing the Honeycrock Hill junction with the A249 for safety reasons 
 

 During the improvement scheme you may notice traffic management 
 and reduced speed limits around the junction, which is likely to have 
 an impact on your journey time. They will be working closely with local 
 authorities to share any road closures, to help minimise disruption to 
 road users. They will be sharing all closure and  
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biggest and best pyrotechnic display in the South-East, so do join the fun. 
 

From the start of October, and for the following six months, we will be under-
taking the latest phase of stonework conservation on the Castle to ensure that 
it is looked after for future generations.  This involves extensive scaffolding, the 
replacement of lime mortar and repairs to the original stonework.   
 

This programme, which will continue for at least the next 5–7 years, is essential, 
but hugely expensive work.  We are pleased to have secured some funding 
from the government capital works scheme to cover around 80% of this cost 
and will need to seek funding from other sources to complete the following 
phases over the next few years. 
 

Hoping your September is good. 
 

Helen Bonser-Wilton 

Chief Executive 
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Manufacturer of all types of 
 garden buildings 

All buildings made to order 
Prices inc VAT, Delivery & 

 Erection 
We only use tanlised timber 

Tel. 01622 880031Tel. 01622 880031Tel. 01622 880031Tel. 01622 880031    
www.shedsandshelters.co.ukwww.shedsandshelters.co.ukwww.shedsandshelters.co.ukwww.shedsandshelters.co.uk    

Sheds and Shelters Ltd 
 

Hollingbourne Maidstone Kent 
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CARDWELL PAVILION 
 

FOR THAT SPECIAL PARTY OR 
MEETING.  WE CAN CATER 

FOR YOUR NEEDS 
 

Please call 
07932.164839 

To advertise in this 
magazine, please 

contact Phil Smith on 
01622.880.680 

philip.smithsmith@ 
btinternet.com 

 

CARPETS, VINYL & NATURAL FLOORING 
ALL LEADING BRANDS SUPPLIED & INSTALLED 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
QUALITY, RELIABILITY & VALUE AS STANDARD 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINES FOR OVER 25 YEARS 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SAMPLES BROUGHT TO YOUR HOME 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CHOOSING CARPETS 
MADE EASY 

01622 880596 
mpflooringltd@btconnect.com 

FULLY INSURED 
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National Highways – M2 Junction 5 Start of Works 
 

M2 Junction 5 Improvement Scheme – start of preparation work and 

virtual exhibition 
 

National Highways will be starting construction on improvements for the M2 
junction 5 Stockbury interchange in January 2022. Ahead of this, they need 
to carry out some preparation work, which will start soon. 
 

 Preparation work – from September 2021: 
 

The preparation work will include: 
The diversion of water pipes, electricity and phone lines 
The installation of a site compound 
Vegetation and site clearance 

Most of this work will be taking place away from the roads and will 
not require any lane or road closures. However, in order to divert 
some utilities, there will be occasions when they will need to close 
either the A249 northbound or southbound carriageway. These 
closures will be overnight and at weekends. More details of these 
closures will be made available on their project webpage and 
National Highways south east social media channels as detailed 
below. 
 
Main construction – from January 2022: 
 

The main construction work will start in January 2022 running until 
winter 2024, and includes: 

Providing a new flyover, over the top of the existing roundabout, 
allowing free-flowing movement on the A249. 

Creating two new dedicated free-flowing slip roads: 
o left turn from the A249 southbound to the M2 westbound towards 
London 
o left turn from the A249 northbound to the M2 eastbound towards 
Canterbury 

Closing the connection from the Maidstone Road to the A249 Stockbury 
Roundabout 

Re-routing the Maidstone Road to link with Oad Street 
Building a new link from Oad Street that connects directly with the A249 

Stockbury roundabout and closing the existing junction of Oad 
Street and the A249 

Closing the Honeycrock Hill junction with the A249 for safety reasons 
 

 During the improvement scheme you may notice traffic management 
 and reduced speed limits around the junction, which is likely to have 
 an impact on your journey time. They will be working closely with local 
 authorities to share any road closures, to help minimise disruption to 
 road users. They will be sharing all closure and  
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biggest and best pyrotechnic display in the South-East, so do join the fun. 
 

From the start of October, and for the following six months, we will be under-
taking the latest phase of stonework conservation on the Castle to ensure that 
it is looked after for future generations.  This involves extensive scaffolding, the 
replacement of lime mortar and repairs to the original stonework.   
 

This programme, which will continue for at least the next 5–7 years, is essential, 
but hugely expensive work.  We are pleased to have secured some funding 
from the government capital works scheme to cover around 80% of this cost 
and will need to seek funding from other sources to complete the following 
phases over the next few years. 
 

Hoping your September is good. 
 

Helen Bonser-Wilton 

Chief Executive 
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LEEDS CASTLE 
 

As I write, we should be heading for autumn, but the summer appears to 
have returned, giving us a welcome extra burst of sunshine after a dreary 
August.  The gardens at the Castle are looking lovely, with the last of the 
summer flowers blooming. Our gardens team are now working on preparing 
the shrubs and the ground for a good growing season in 2022. There is always 
something to do in the garden! 
 

Since I wrote last, we have hosted the Leeds Castle Concert, which 8,000 
happy concert-goers attended, including many of you.  Postponed from July 
due to COVID restrictions, it was wonderful to see the return of live 
performance after such a long time and many of you have told me that it 
was the best concert ever!   
 

Hosted by conductor John Rigby, with the fabulous London Philharmonic 
Orchestra playing a selection of accessible classical pieces, songs from the 
world of musical theatre and finally a number of classic pop songs, there was 
something for everyone and much dancing was underway by the end! 
 

Even if you weren’t able to attend, I hope that you enjoyed the Spitfire fly-
over and the two stunning sets of fireworks which topped the evening off 
perfectly.  The concert will return to its usual July date in 2022. 
 

August was an extremely busy month at the Castle and it was great to 
welcome so many visitors to enjoy the beauty of the castle, grounds and 
gardens.  The new Obstacle Course in Vineyard Field was very popular, as 
was the Book of Leeds Castle-y Challenges that was free to all ticket-holders. 
Every family seemed to be working their way through the challenge booklet, 
rolling down hills, dabbling their feet in the stream, playing Pooh Sticks and 
other fun outdoor challenges.   
 

We are still in the middle of peak weddings season until the end of 
September and will have hosted 45 weddings during August and September. 
It is great to see the castle return to peak operation, with the 
accommodation also fully occupied across August. This buoyant business 
has been a huge relief, given the sluggish business we have seen between 
April and July this year.   
 

From 6th September we are running Sculptures at the Castle, a Botanical 
Showcase, featuring more than 30 stunning artworks from contemporary 
sculptors, situated all around the estate.  This is included in your ticket price 
and runs until 3rd October. 
 

At October Half Term we will be running Hallowe’en at Leeds Castle, with a 
series of spooky themed activities for families to enjoy. Autumn colours will 
also be out around that time and are expected to be especially good this 
year, given the weather conditions, so don’t forget to check these out during 
October on your footpath walks and visits. 
 

The popular Fireworks Event is scheduled for Saturday, 6th, and Sunday, 7th 
November  and  tickets  will  be  on  sale  by the  time  you  read  this.  It is the  
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diversion information on their project website, where you can also sign 
up for updates directly into your inbox, as well as on our social media 
channels. 
 

Following construction, they will be carrying out landscaping improve-
ments around the junction, this will include seeding and planting of 
trees and shrubs. 
 

Find out more about the improvements at our virtual exhibition 
 

The virtual room will be open from 9am Wednesday 22 September 
and will remain available for the rest of scheme 
 

If you want to get in touch, you can email at 
M2j5@highwaysengland.co.uk or call the Customer Contact Centre on 

0300 123 5000. 

Leeds Castle and Hollingbourne  
Garden Society Autumn show success 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The first Leeds Castle and Hollingbourne Garden Society show back since 
Covid was a huge success. With less categories, and a layout to allow for 
social distancing, there were still plenty of entries and, more importantly, 
great Cream teas and cakes on offer. 
 

Gordon was awarded an honorary medal for his many years of contributors 
and successes. 
 

Next year will mark the society’s 150th year, keep an eye out for any 

planned celebrations and events. 

Once asked how many people worked in the Vatican, the Pope replied, 
‘Oh, about half.”  

A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took Jesus 
with them to Jerusalem.   A small child replied: "They couldn't get a baby-
sitter." 
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Friends of Hollingbourne’s Historic Church 
 

The Friends of Hollingbourne Historic Church was formed and 
registered as a charity in 2003, with the only object of providing 
funds for the restoration, maintenance and improvement of the 
church building and churchyard.   
 

A number of people in the village contribute to the funds, either 
monthly or annually, and the intention was to build up a fund of at 
least £40,000 for emergencies, as well as helping to pay for many 
maintenance and repair jobs as they occurred.  A building like our 
church needs continuous maintenance and the Friends have 
contributed considerable amounts over the years. 
 

2004   Replace the floor under one set of pews  £   1,900 
2006   Contribution to roof repairs    £   6,000 
2009   Making safe the electrical system   £   9,368 
2010   Emergency repair to Lychgate    £   2,593 
2013   Tree surgery to many trees in churchyard  £   2,500 
2018   Repair to Vestry roof     £ 10,000 
2020 Repair to porch roof     £   7,632 
 

Total to date:                  £ 39,993 

 
This is an average of over £2,000 a year.  A further £500 is to be 
paid this year for the repair of the external lighting to the tower. 
 

Sadly, the number of contributors is declining, through death or 
moving away, and we have not quite reached our target of a 
£40,000 reserve fund.  We would love to have more contributors. 
The normal size of donations is between £2 and £10 per month, but 
we do have one or two more generous contributors.  
 

Anyone who would like to contribute should contact John Holley 
at Toadflax, Pilgrims Way, Hollingbourne, ME17 1UT (01622 880352) 
email jgholleyberry@icloud.com or me at Limekiln House, 
Hollingbourne, Hill ME17 1QH (01622 880520) 
andrew@limekilnhoue.co.uk.  John or I will provide you with a 
Bankers Order and Gift Aid declaration. 
 

Andrew Brice 
Chairman 
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HOLLINGBOURNE PARISH 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

The Next Meetings are to be held on  
Monday, 11th October 
Monday, 8th November 
Monday, 13th December 

At 7.30 pm 
At The Cardwell Pavilion 

Residents and representatives of the media interested in joining the 
meeting should contact the Clerk via pchollingbourne@gmail.com .   

The Parish Council’s aim is to include them within the meeting.* 
There will be a 10 minute interval before the meeting to 

Police Surgery 
The Windmill Village Hall 

Saturday 23rd October, 2021.  
 10 – 11 am 

 

Our local Police Community Support Officer will be 
holding a Police Surgery in the village. Please come 

along and discuss any policing issues which may be af-
fecting you or as an individual or as a community. 

 

Please bring a face mask, meeting will be in the foyer or 
side meeting room. 
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Fire WoodFire WoodFire WoodFire Wood    
LogsLogsLogsLogs    

KindlingKindlingKindlingKindling    
Seasoned firewood 

suitable for all fires from 
local coppiced woods. 

 

Please call Norman 
07733.328715 

 
Architectural & Interior Design 

 

  Residential             Commercial   
 Extensions              Alterations 
New Builds       Bldg Regs 
LA Planning & Listed Buildings 

Tel: 01622 880006 / 07785 544255 
PORTICO ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS 

6 Tilefields, Hollingbourne,        ME17 
1TZ 

E-mail: info@portico-uk.com 

   Gary Tickle  
Conservation bricklayer/ 

builder 
All building works 

undertaken  
 

Specialising in :-  
Alterations, chimneys 

Brickwork, lime mortar  
& flint work 

 
Mobile: 07710 096506 
Home: 01795 881784 

 

Email: Gary-
tickle@outlook.com 
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25/09/2021 

 
Dear Residents, 
 

This is a calm before the storm newsletter. Next week we’ll have full council 
and major decisions will be taken. We seek to introduce four yearly elections, 
which received over 70% support by you, the consulted electorate. Also on 
the agenda will be our proposed move to an executive system of 
government. Actually, as things stand right now, we are working on an 
executive hybrid, encompassing the best of both worlds. I would like to write 
about some very exciting news about litter (not fly-tipping) enforcement, but I 
am not allowed to talk about it before the end of the month.  Last but not 
least, in early October the Local Plan Review will receive its final touches and 
approvals before going to Regulation 19 consultation. 
 

It’s the perfect calm before the storm …  I shall send you the news hot off the 
press when things happen over the next few weeks. 
 

For now, just a few thoughts: 
 

BINS 
 

As you may know, there are currently severe problems with bin collections 
nationally. 
 

The problems stem from the national driver shortage and the (soon to be 
abolished) rule that if one crew member is diagnosed with Covid, all three 
crew have to self-isolate. These national issues come on top of our usual local 
problems such as road closures, etc. 
 

I know it may be of little consolation to you, but compared to our neighbours – 
Tonbridge for instance – Maidstone is performing pretty well in this crisis. 
However, in order to fulfil our statutory duties to remove food, black-bin waste 
and recycling, our contractor is compromising on the garden waste, which is 
a  discretionary service. 
 

The  food, black bin waste and recycling collections are paid for out of your 
taxes. The gardening collection is paid for by your annual subscription. So 
legally you are in a private contract with Maidstone for garden waste and you 
could take civil action against MBC for non performance in a County Court. 
Obviously we want to avoid taking such drastic measures. Maidstone is aware 
of the shortcomings and there are considerations afloat as to how to 
compensate affected members of the public, possibly by offering a reduced 
rate next year or, in extreme cases, a partial refund of your fees. 
 

Please 'hang in there' and, for now, please collect your report references. 
Obviously continue always to report missed bins. I promise you that the crews 
and officers do read them. I will send updates via my newsletter. 
 

Obviously, collections of food, black bin waste and recycling are a different 
issue, as explained – we have a statutory duty to care concerning these.  
Please  continue  to  notify  me  of every  collection which has not been made  
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Britain and France joined the invasion, but were forced to withdraw by the 
United Nations, the USA and the USSR.  British Prime Minister Anthony Eden 
resigned in January, 1957, and Sinai was occupied by Israel until March, 1957. 
 

60 years ago, on 6th October, 1961, that US President John F Kennedy advised 
Americans to build bomb shelters to protect themselves from nuclear fallout in 
the event of an attack by the Soviet Union. 
 

50 years ago, on 1st October, 1971, that the first CT scan was performed on a 
patient at Atkinson Morley Hospital in Wimbledon. 
 

40 years ago, on 3rd October, 1981, that a hunger strike by IRA members in 
Maze Prison, County Down, ended after seven months. 10 prisoners had died.   
 

30 years ago, on 20th October, 1991, that the Oakland-Berkey Firestorm took 
place in California.  A grass/bush fire spread to the hillsides, fanned by strong 
winds.  25 people were killed and 150 injured.  Thousands of homes were 
destroyed. 
 

25 years ago, on 18th October, 1996, that the journal Science published the first 
study that showed a causal link between a toxin found in tobacco smoke and 
the development of lung cancer. 
 

20 years ago, on 7th October, 2001, that the first US and British forces arrived in 
Afghanistan to launch a massive military offensive following the 9/11 terrorist 
attack. 
 

10 years ago, on 20th October, 2011, that Muammar Gaddafi, head of state of 
Libya (1969-2011) was captured and killed by military from the National 
Transitional Council. 
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All in the month of OCTOBER 
 

It was:  
 

500 years ago, on 11th October, 1521, that Pope Leo X granted the title 
‘Defender of the Faith’ to King Henry VIII of England and Ireland.  It recognised 
the King’s defence of the sacrament of marriage, the supremacy of the Pope, 
and his opposition to the Protestant Reformation and the ideas of Martin 
Luther.  The title has been inherited by British monarchs since then. 
 

250 years ago, on 17th October, 1771, that the premiere of Mozart’s pastoral 
opera, ‘Ascanio in Alba’, took place in Milan, Italy.  Mozart was then aged 15. 
 

150 years ago, from 8th to 10th October, 1871, that the Great Chicago Fire took 
place. A fire in a barn quickly spread, following a long period of hot, dry 
weather.  About 300 people were killed, over three square miles of the city 
was destroyed, and around 100,000 people made homeless.   Also at this time 
was the Peshtigo Fire of Wisconsin – it burned 1,200,000 acres and killed up to 
2,500 people – the deadliest wildfire in US history. 
 

125 years ago, on 3rd October, 1896, that William Morris, British textile designer, 
poet novelist and socialist, died.  Best known for his association with the Arts 
and Crafts Movement.  
 

90 years ago, on 24th October, 1931, that the George Washington Bridge was 
opened. It spans the Hudson River and links Manhattan to Fort Lee, New 
Jersey.  
 

80 years ago, from 2nd October, 1941, to 7th January, 1942, that the Battle of 
Moscow took place.  Nazi Germany launched a massive offensive against the 
Soviet capital.  It was one of the largest and most important battles of World 
War II.  Soviet victory.  
 

75 years ago, on 1st October, 1946, that the International War Crimes Tribunal 
in Nuremberg ended.  12 Nazi leaders were sentenced to death for war crimes 
committed during WWII.  10 of them were hanged on 16th October.  Hermann 
Goering committed suicide the night before he was to be hanged. 
 

70 years ago, from 15th to 17th October, 1951, that the first party election 
broadcasts were televised in the UK.  The three main parties, Liberal, 
Conservative and Labour, were allocated 15 minutes each. 
 

Also 70 years ago, on 18th October, 1951, that Snowdonia National Park was 
established in Wales.   
 

Also 70 years ago, on 30th October, 1951, that Dartmoor National Park was 
established. 
 

Also 70 years ago, on 31st October, 1951, that zebra crossings were introduced 
in the UK.  The first one was in Slough, Berks.   
 

65 years ago, from 29th October to 7th November, 1956, that the Suez Crisis 
took place.  Israel invaded Egypt in an attempt to regain Western control of 
the  Suez  Canal  and  remove  President  Gamal  Abdel  Nasser  from  power.   
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within 48 hours AFTER you reported it on the MBC website. 
 

Study suggests LED lighting hurts moth numbers 
 

Research led by the UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology has found that LED 
lights are producing even worse light pollution for insects than the traditional 
sodium bulbs they are replacing. The study found that the abundance of 
moth caterpillars in hedgerows by rural roads in England was 52% lower under 
LED lights and 41% lower under sodium lights when compared with nearby 
unlit areas. In grass margins, moth caterpillar numbers near LEDs were a third 
lower than in unlit areas, whereas sodium lights had little effect on 
abundance. On this note I shall continue my one-man battle for dark skies in 
our AONB unless you tell me not to. 
 

Animal Protection 
 

Swift intervention has been undertaken by the Maidstone Borough Council 
Community Protection Team in relation to a pet shop in Maidstone.  
After being alerted to welfare concerns within Maidstone Aquatics about the 
rabbits they were selling, the Animal Licensing Inspector conducted an 
inspection with a veterinarian. The operator is now working with them to 
correct the issues identified.  
 

If anyone has any concerns about animal welfare in animal establishments in 
Maidstone they should contact the Community Protection Team by emailing: 
communityprotection@maidstone.gov.uk.  
 
Electrics recycling confusion 
 

A survey by BT has indicated that almost half of Brits have unwanted 
electrical waste, with nearly a third not knowing how to recycle it. 
Around three-quarters of respondents admitted to having thrown away 
electronics into the waste bin, committing the goods to landfill rather than 
taking them to be recycled. More than half engaged in 'wishful recycling' – 
throwing unwanted electronics into the recycling bin in the hope they will 
reach a recycling centre. In Maidstone you can put your electrics and 
batteries in a bag or box placed on top of your BLACK bin 
 

And finally... 
 

Please visit the Archbishops Palace consultation platform: https://
maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/council-and-democracy/primary-
areas/consultations/live-consultations/archbishops-palace 
 
Your voice counts !!! 
 

PATRIK GARTEN        
MBC Councillor for North Downs Ward  (Conservative) 
 
Phone: 01622-807907 
patrikgarten@maidstone.gov.uk 
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PARAPROSDOKIANS...  
 

(Winston Churchill loved them) are figures of speech in which the latter part of 
a sentence or phrase is surprising or unexpected; frequently humorous.  Could 
you invent one?   Please send your entry to the magazine editor and we will 
give a prize for the best! 
 

1.   Where there's a will, I want to be in it. 
2.   The last thing I want to do is hurt you, but it's still on my list. 
3.   Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until 
 you hear them speak. 
4.   We never really grow up; we only learn how to act in public. 
6.   War does not determine who is right - only who is left. 
7.   They begin the evening news with 'Good Evening,' then proceed to tell 
 you why it isn't. 
8.   To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is 
 research. 
9.   Buses stop in bus stations. Trains stop in train stations. On my desk is a 
 work station. 
10.  I thought I wanted a career. Turns out I just wanted the pay cheques. 

 

 
Volunteer Recruitment on Zoom 
Saturday, 9th October at 10 am 

 
 
 

Prospective and existing volunteers, our virtual volunteer recruitment event is a 
chance to find out about the valuable contribution volunteers make by giving the gift 
of time regularly and on an ad hoc basis. 
 
We know from speaking to our existing volunteers that doing good, does you good! 
For prospective volunteers we have a variety of roles across all departments. These 
enable volunteers to revive existing skills or learn new ones; 
• providing excellent customer service in our hospice cafe and 14 shops 
• supporting patients and their families in their own homes or on our 10 bed 

Inpatient Unit 
• helping raise funds at our Hospice events 
• delivering Living Well sessions, provide office administration support 
• help spread the word about our outstanding Hospice 
 

We are keen to meet everyone especially those who would like to work with our 
patients and their families, as a Compassionate Neighbour and to work in our 
shops. 
 

If you would like to find out more please email volunteers@hokh.co.uk or call 
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DETLING CHURCH EVENTS 
 

Please find below a list of fund-raising events and contact 
the named person for each to book and secure your tickets 
asap. 
 
 
 

Saturday, 2nd October – Quiz Night 7.30 pm start @ 
Detling Village Hall. 
Tickets £10 each, to include a ploughman’s supper, bring 
your own drinks and glasses.  Contact Sally on 
07376.295007 for further enquiries or to book your 
places/tables. (Max table of 8).  If you are not a full table, we 
will happily put you with others to make a table up). 
 

Saturday, 23rd October – Dr Jazz Evening 7.30 pm start 
@ Detling Church. 
Tickets £10 to include a glass of wine.  Book your place 
early to secure seeing this fab band.  Contact Sally on 
07376.295007 for all enquiries or to book your tickets or e 
mail sally.howells3@btinternet.com 
 

Make your own ceramic Christmas wreath, morning and 
afternoon workshops with limited places available at Detling 
Church. 
 Contact Brenda via brendaburgess@brendaburgessarts.co.uk for 
bookings and further information. 
 

Saturday, 6th November - A humorous recital of the poetry 
of Pam Ayres by Sue Spiel takes place @ Detling Church 
on at 7.30pm.  Tickets £5 to include tea/coffee and a slice of 
cake.  Contact  Steve on 01622.736034 or e 
mail sw_west@btinternet.com 
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The Hollingbourne Pantomime is alive and kicking 
and ready and prepared to go forward to a new 
production in 2022! 
 

This time we have a new writer, Jerry Osborn, who 
has trodden the boards in past shows and has come up 
with an entirely new and original version of  the classic 
‘Goldilocks’. 
 

We’ll be looking for back-stage crew who like making 
scenery, painting or generally doing stuff. 
 

And what might loosely be called ‘auditions’ (anyone 
can try anything out and see how they get on!)  will be 
held on Thursday, 14th, and Sunday, 17th October, 
(take your pick) in the Village Hall at 8.00pm on 
Thursday and 7.30pm on Sunday. 
 

The shows will go on from the 9th to 12th February, 
2022, in the Hall, so make a note in your diary for the 
best, all home produced local panto there is! 
 

Looking forward to seeing you all! 
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A D Pink Electrical 
Local Family Business 

All types of electrical installations  
Full rewires to single sockets 
Garden and security lighting 

Fully insured 
NICEIC Part P Domestic Installer 

 Tel 01622 884774/07761559744 
Email: andypink1@aol.com        

 

Pest Control Services 
All Pest Problems Dealt With Including: 

Rats Mice Moles Rabbits Insects 
Wasps Squirrels  

Bee Swarms Removed 
 

Discreet And Prompt Service  
Fully Insured 

Andy Pink 
01622.884774 or 07761.559744 
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Zebra crossings – saving lives for 70 years 
 

Seventy years ago, on 31st October 1951, zebra crossings were introduced 
officially in the UK.  The first one was in Slough, Berkshire. 
 

The crossings had been trialled over two years at 1000 experimental sites, 
but in 1951 the black and white striped pedestrian crossings were approved, 
with their flashing Belisha beacons, and all drivers were required by law to 
stop as soon as a pedestrian set foot on them. 
 

The crossings were the brainchild of Yorkshireman and traffic engineer 
George ‘Dr Zebra’ Charlesworth, a physicist who had worked on the Barnes 
Wallis-designed bouncing bomb during the war. His zebra crossings were 
certainly responsible for saving many lives. 
 

The Belisha beacons, an integral part of the crossing but used since 1934, 
were introduced by Leslie Hore-Belisha, who served as Minister of Transport 
at the time. 
 

Zebra crossings were adopted throughout the world, from continental 
Europe to North America, Singapore and Australia. They have now been 
superseded to some extent in the UK by pelican crossings, which are 
controlled by lights. These were introduced in 1969. While zebras were 
named because of their appearance, a pelican crossing (originally pelicon) 
is so named as a contraction of the phrase ‘pedestrian light controlled’. 

What the young monk found 
 

A young monk was assigned to help other monks copy out the old canons 
and laws of the church by hand.  On his very first day he noticed that all the 
monks were copying from copies, not from the original.  So, the new monk 
pointed out that if someone had made even a small error in the first copy, 
that error would be continued in all the subsequent copies. 
 

The head monk said: “You make a good point, my son.'  So, he went down 
into the dark caves underneath the monastery where the original 
manuscripts were held in a locked vault that had not been opened for 
hundreds of years.  Hours went by and nobody saw the old abbot. 
 

Finally, the old monk returned, looking distraught.  "We missed the R !  We 
missed the R ! We missed the R ! The word was... CELEB R ATE!” 

Five fun things to do during boring sermons 
 

1    Pass a note to the organist asking whether he/she plays requests. 
2    See if a yawn really is contagious.  
3   Slap your neighbour. See if they turn the other cheek. If not, raise your     
 hand and tell the minister.  
4    Try to take the handbag of the lady in front of you by putting your toe 
 through the handle. 
5    If all else fails, look up at the ceiling, point, and scream. 
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Defender of the Faith 
 

It was 500 years ago, on 11th October 1521, that Pope Leo X granted the title 
‘Defender of the Faith’ to King Henry VIII of England and Ireland. It 
recognised the King’s defence of the sacrament of marriage, the supremacy 
of the Pope, and his opposition to the Protestant Reformation and the ideas 
of Martin Luther. The title has been inherited by all British monarchs since then. 
 

Ironically, it was only 17 years later that Henry was excommunicated by 
another Pope, Paul III, because of his divorce from Catherine of Aragon. 
Even more ironically, this came after Henry had his next queen, Anne Boleyn, 
executed. His infatuation with Anne had been the reason he decided 
excommunication was a price worth paying, in the hope that she would 
provide him with an heir. 
 

Anne was a keen supporter of Martin Luther, and her influence – and the 
excommunication – led to the independence of Britain from the Roman 
Catholic Church, and therefore to the Reformation.  
 

Anne was the mother of Queen Elizabeth I, the strongly Protestant and long-
lived sovereign who was in fact the successor that Henry VIII had longed for. 
It just never occurred to him that it could be a woman. 

Hollingbourne Reading Group 
 

Although things are easing and COVID restrictions are less stringent, we have 
not met as a group. Several of our members have moved away from 
Hollingbourne, but we hope to reform soon. 
 

This month has been dominated by Women Authors. 
 

The Women’s Prize for Fiction has been awarded to Susanna Clarke for 
‘Piranesi’, the strange story of a house.  This author wrote ‘The Strange Case of 
Jonathon Strange & Mr Norrell’.  Reviews range from Brilliant to Disappointing. 
 

Another returning author is Paula Hawkins, author of ‘Girl on a Train’, whose 
new book is ‘A Slow Fire Burning’.  Finally, the new Sally Rooney book is 
‘Beautiful World Where Are You?’ 
 

A favourite author is Sebastian Faulks whose new book is ‘Snow Country’. 
 

Pat Barker has written a sequel to ‘The Silence of the Girls’ entitled ‘The 
Women of Troy.’ 
 

Lots of exciting titles this month. 
 

Dawn Perry 

880634 
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Music Notes October 2021 
 

lt has been a long time coming, but at last there are some local concerts to 
which we may look forward, so my format is getting back to the traditional.  
Here is what I have found in the way of local music – all subject to there being 
no deterioration in the virus situation of course: 
Wednesday, 29th September  -  7.30pm at Rochester Cathedral – Harry 
Christopher’s 'The 16' continue their 2021 Choral Pilgrimage with a programme 
entitled 'the call of Rome'. Details and booking https://thesixteen.com/
events/the-choral-pilgrimage-2021-rochester. 
 

Saturday, 9th October  -    7.30pm at Maidstone Leisure Centre MDE15 
7RN – Maidstone Symphony Orchestra start their season with a programme 
that includes Bruch’s Violin Concerto No.1 and Mendelssohn’s Symphony No 
3.  Tickets at the door or call 07817 429143 
 

Saturday, 30tg October  -    7.30pm at St. Nicholas Church, Allington 
ME16 0DE – Maidstone Choral Union’s first post-lockdown concert will be a 
melange of short classical works (composers include Handel, Haydn and 
Mozart ), spir ituals  and folksongs .  Tickets via https://
maidstonechoralunion.co.uk 
 

Saturday, 13th November  -   7.30pm at Holy Cross Church, Bearsted – 
Bearsted Choral Society perform Mozart's Requiem Mass and Joseph Haydn's 
'Little Organ Mass'. Tickets etc: info@bearstedchoral.org.uk 
 

There are other concerts planned for later in November, including those by 
Sutton Valence Choral Society and Maidstone Singers – details next month.  
And if the weather turns bad, don’t forget that twenty of the best Proms will 
still be available until 11th October on BBCiPlayer.   Highlights of the Leeds 

International Piano Competition will also be on BBCiPlayer throughout 
October.   
 

Brian Hardy 

If you can smile when things go wrong, you probably have someone in mind 
to blame.  
 

The easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy a 
replacement.  
 

When dog food is new and improved tasting, who tests it? 

The church will host an evening of fine dining, superb entertainment, and 
gracious hostility. 
 

Harvest Supper Friday at 6pm. Prayer and medication to follow. 
 

The Men’s group will meet at 6pm. Steak, mashed potatoes, green beans, 
wine and dessert will be served for a nominal feel. 
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The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 
 
 
My dear Nephew Darren, 
 

It has all been excitement and activity here this last week, with a period 
drama being filmed using our church.  It was remarkable how many people 
felt the need to drop in to church to collect magazines, check the reading 
rota or arrange flowers, just happening to stumble over the film stars en 
route.  If only they were filming every week, then our brasses would be 
permanently gleaming, woodwork smothered in beeswax and the notice 
board kept in a state of perpetual tidiness. 
 

Our Ladies’ Guild was thrilled to be asked to take part in a crowd scene.  I 
saw little point in the wardrobe department taking hours fitting them out with 
Victorian dresses, as the result was little different from normal.  The only 
awkward moment came after filming, when Mrs Simms was told she could 
now remove her bustle.  She told the girl she already had. 
 

The producer thanked me for taking the trouble of going round church 
before they arrived, removing all those modern conveniences that would 
not have been there in the nineteenth century.  I hadn’t the heart to tell him 
that nothing was any different from normal. 
 

Lord Marchmount was thoroughly miffed that they were not also using his 
castle for filming, even though the producer explained with exemplary 
patience that they needed a nineteenth century setting, not one which 
looked as if the cast had just returned from the Crusades.  His revenge, 
getting the farm staff to spread slurry in all the surrounding fields throughout 
filming, has apparently meant that film stars now have a clause in their 
contracts protecting them from rural life.  The issue of whether the outbreak 
of salmonella poisoning in the cast had anything to do with the catering 
caravan being liberally coated is to be settled in the courts. 
 

When all was finished, I thought it only right to invite the film crew and actors 
to the vicarage for sherry.  When the producer left, I was delighted to be 
told he had just discovered the perfect home for filming his next project – 
which is about Elizabethan poverty. 
 

Your loving uncle, 
 

Eustace 
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Harrietsham ComputersHarrietsham ComputersHarrietsham ComputersHarrietsham Computers    
Computer Problems? 

Need an upgrade or a new machine? 

Just want some extra tuition? 

For local, friendly, experienced help, call 

Mike Cuerden on 01622Mike Cuerden on 01622Mike Cuerden on 01622Mike Cuerden on 01622----859442 or859442 or859442 or859442 or    

07963 02009207963 02009207963 02009207963 020092    

No call out fee 

Reasonable rates 

Private and commercial work 

No job too small 

Harrietsham ComputersHarrietsham ComputersHarrietsham ComputersHarrietsham Computers    
9 

MEETING AT TANYARD GREEN 
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Canterbury Diocese welcomes new Readers 

 
On 26th  September at Canterbury Cathedral, the Diocese of Canterbury 
welcomed five new Readers and celebrated the ministry of all Readers in a 
special service.  
 

Ann Harrison, who was admitted on line last year,  regularly assists at the 
services at All Saints, HOLLINGBOURNE.  Addressing the Cathedral's 
congregation, the Rt Revd Rose Hudson-Wilkin, Bishop of Dover, said: "Being a 
Reader is not about being dressed in beautiful robes. Being a Reader is about 
being engaged in the life of the mission of the Church. You are engaged in 
mission, because what we are doing is enabling the wider community to 
experience something of the glory of God.  What you are doing is offering 
worship in the life of the community and we should never think any less 
because it is not the Eucharist. We should never apologise. Your ministry is 
unique, it is different. So do your ministry and do it well." 
 

Reflecting on the significance of the day, Lay Ministries Adviser & Pastoral 
Secretary Nigel Collins said, "Our service last year had to take place online, so 
it was wonderful to be able to hold this joyful and uplifting celebration of lay 
ministry as part of the worshipping life of our Cathedral.  It was indeed an 
inspiring and memorable occasion as we recognised the valuable and unique 
contribution of Readers as ministers of the Word in the life of our diocese." 

My mother is a cleaning fanatic. One Saturday she told me and my brother to 
get down to the living room and straighten it up.  We had held a party there 
the previous evening, and she was none too happy about the mess. 
 

As she watched us work, it was clear that Mum was completely dissatisfied 
with our cleaning efforts and let us know it.  Finally, my brother, exasperated 
with having to do it all over again, reached for a broom and asked Mum, 
"Can I use this, or were you planning to go somewhere?" 

A Sunday School teacher had just concluded her lesson and wanted to make 
sure she had made her point. She said, “Can anyone tell me what you must 
do before you can obtain forgiveness of sin?”  
 

There was a short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small boy 
spoke up. "Sin?"  
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Pest Purge Ltd 
       For all your  
   pest problems 

 

Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fleas 
Wasps, Rabbits, Fox and Birds 

No job too small, same day 
support 

Talk to your local, friendly Pest 
Control Business 

  

01622 880031 

We Clean So You Don’t 

Domestic Cleaning 
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WI NEWS OCTOBER 2021 
 
Our August summer ‘outing’ stayed very close to home – in fact we lolled 
around the Millenium Green and shared our picnics in the sunshine.  
Delighted to be able to relax and catch up with the news and start to make 
plans for restarting our activities.    
 

Our September speaker, John Mills, who talked about ‘Life Inside’, was both 
amusing and informative.   He did work at Maidstone Prison and told a tale 
about a prisoner from another prison who hatched a fool proof plot to 
escape.   This enterprising gentleman hid under a delivery van and held on 
waiting for the next stop where he planned to cut and run.  Unfortunately, this 
stop turned out to be -  Maidstone Prison! 
 

Looking ahead, we have already booked our tables for the annual Christmas 
celebration at the Great Danes.     
 

We will join in with the Parish Council’s Litter Pick on Saturday 2nd October at 
10.30 am.   This proves to be an unexpectedly convivial occasion, which 
leaves one with an enhanced awareness of any litter within your peripheral 
vision. 
 

Hollingbourne WI will celebrate the 96th anniversary of its inauguration on 
Monday, 11th October, at noon in the Sugar Loaves with coffee and cakes – 
what else? 
 

October 19th meeting will host the welcome return of Peter Griffith – the ex-
Cathay Pacific pilot who entertained us so brilliantly in July.   We are looking 
forward to more of his meticulously prepared presentation about his 
adventures in the sky.   Visitors are very welcome after 8pm at the Village Hall.   
£3 on the door of Hollingbourne Village Hall. 
 

Val Williams 
Secretary: Hollingbourne WI 

Who’d be a landlord? 
 
Excerpts from real life requests sent by tenants 
 

1.   The toilet is blocked, and we cannot bathe the children until it is cleared. 
2.   This is to let you know that there is a smell coming from the man next 
door. 
3.   The toilet seat is cracked: where do I stand? 
4.   I am writing on behalf of my sink, which is running away from the wall. 
5.   I request your permission to remove my drawers in the kitchen. 
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All Saints Church  
Hollingbourne 

Thanks to the support of  
VOLUNTEERS from the 

church community, the 
Church will be open every day 
from 10.00 a.m. until 3.00 p.m. 

35 

Compassionate and caring service 
For the bereaved day 
or night 
 
Michael Lawrence 
Funeral Director 
 

Rik Moore 
6 Marlborough Parade, Beverley Road, Barming, Maidstone, ME16 
9JN.  
Tel: 01622 920300 
barming@familyfuneralservice.net 
 

Karan LeQuelenec 
4 Cavendish Way, Bearsted, Maidstone,  ME15 8PW. 
Tel: 01622 920305  

Pest Purge Ltd 
       For all your  
   pest problems 

 

Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fleas 
Wasps, Rabbits, Fox and Birds 

No job too small, same day 
support 

Talk to your local, friendly Pest 
Control Business 

  

A small boy stunned his parents when 
he began to empty his pockets of 
coins. Finally his mother asked him 
where he had got all that money. "At 
c h u r c h , "  t h e  b o y  r e p l i e d 
nonchalantly. "They have bowls of it 
there." 

The scientific theory I like best is 
that the rings of Saturn are 
composed entirely of lost airline 
luggage. 
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Advertising space is sold in good faith.  No responsibility can be taken for the quality of 

goods or services offered. 

VILLAGE DIARY 
 
2nd 10.30-12.00 pm Litter Picking    Tanyard Green 
 7.30 pm  Detling Quiz    Detling Village Hall 
13th 12.10-12.40 pm Mobile Library   Village Hall 
14th 8.00 pm  Pantomime Auditions  Village Hall 
?    Garden Society Annual Supper 
11th 7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting  Cardwell Pavilion 
17th 7.30 pm  Pantomime Auditions  Village Hall 
19th 7.45 pm  W.I. Meeting    Village Hall 
23rd 10.00 am  Police Surgery   Village Hall 
 7.30 pm  Dr. Jazz Evening   Detling Church 
31st      2.00 am  Summer Time Ends    
November 

6th 7.30 pm  Poetry of Pam Ayres  Detling Church 
8th 7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting  Cardwell Pavilion 
10th 12.10-12.40pm Mobile Library   Village Hall 
16th 7.45 pm  W.I. Meeting    Village Hall 
17th    Parish Assembly   Village Hall 
20th     Detling Village Christmas Bazaar  Detling Village Hall 
21st    Stir Up Sunday 
December 

8th 12.10-12.40 pm Mobile Library   Village Hall 
13th 7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting  Cardwell Pavilion 
14th 7.45 pm  W.I .Christmas Party (TBC)  Village Hall 
24th    Christmas Eve 
25th    Christmas Day 
26th    Boxing Day 
31st     New Year’s Eve 
January 

1st    New Year’s Day 
February 

9th—12th   Pantomime – Goldilocks  Village Hall 
 
New additions in red. 
Please send information for Village Diary and Regular Meetings to 
Carole Findlay 01622.583636   
hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com  

The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing at the right time, 
but also to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting moment.  
 

If they squeeze olives to get olive oil, how do they get baby oil? 
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LEEDS SERVICES 
 

3rd October  Leeds  9.30 am  Harvest Café Service 
10th October  Broomfield 3.30 pm  Harvest Festival 
17th October  Leeds  9.30 am  Communion 
24th October  Kingswood 11.00 am  Family Communion 
31st October  Otham 11.00 am  Area Communion 

EDITORS NOTES  
 

A little more information is gradually trickling in as groups start to get together 
at last.  We have a report of the Autumn Garden Show (sadly the date 
appeared too late to make the Magazine Diary) and the W.I. seems to be 
mostly back to full power. 
 

A number of dates to note for October  -  the Parish Council is organising a 
Litter Pick in the Village at 10.30 am on Saturday, 2nd October, meeting at 
Tanyard Green.  Detling Church has a Quiz at 7.30 pm that evening at 
Detling Village Hall. 
 

The Pantomime Group are back!  Auditions are due to take place in the 
Village Hall on Wednesday, 14th, at 8 pm and on Sunday, 17th, at 7.30 pm.  All 
talents are required, on stage, back stage, up-staged for the production 
taking place in February.  Goodness, talking about next year already! 
 

Half-term kicks off on the 22nd, with everyone back on 1st November, after a 
scary Halloween.  Take note – the clocks go back one hour on Sunday, 31st 

October, so an extra hour in bed (if you are lucky).   
 

There is a Police Surgery for residents at the Village Hall at 10 am on Saturday, 

23rd October.  Detling (again) have a Dr. Jazz Evening on the 23rd – held at 
Detling Church.  Lively entertainment. 
 

Please keep me informed of anything to do with ANY organisation you are 
connected with.  I will try to keep up. 
 

Autumn is approaching – time to watch nature make those subtle shifts 
between the seasons. 
 

CAROLE FINDLAY 
Hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com 
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God is rich in his blessing and we have so much to be thankful for.  As people 
of privilege, His explicit call on our lives is to share what we have and, as stew-
ards of creation, to protect His world.  So, this harvest, be encouraged to eat, 
drink and celebrate. Walk through nature and allow the joy of your heart to be 
your silent song of praise. But also hear again God’s call to generous living and 
maybe shed a tear as you remind yourself of the local and global reality of 
poverty, famine and climate change. 
 

Rob Tugwell 

Team Vicar 

SERVICES 2020/21 (YEAR B) 

OCTOBER 2021 

 

3rd October Trinity 18 
Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Genesis 2: 8-24;  Mark 10: 2-16 
10th October Trinity 19 
Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Amos 5: 6-7, 10-15;  Mark 10: 17-31 
17th October Trinity 20 

Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Isaiah 53: 4-end;  Mark 10: 35-45 
24th October Bible Sunday 
Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Isaiah 55: 1-11;  John 5: 36b-47 
31st October All Saints/Souls 
Service  Hollingbourne 11.00 am   Eucharist 
Readings  Revelations 21: 1-6a;  John 11: 32-44 
 
Thanks to the support of VOLUNTEERS, the Church will be 
open for Private Prayer between 10.00 am and 3.00 pm 
every day. 
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Any opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the 

positions of the Editor or Parochial Church Council.  We reserve the right to edit, and the right not to 

print:  no reason will be given.  Contributions will not be printed anonymously. 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
 

After school Club:    

Schooldays    to 6 pm               Cardwell Pavilion 
Bellringing Practice    

Mondays    7.30 - 9.30 pm   All Saints Church Tower 
Bourne Musicians (3 months - 5 years): 

Fridays                              9.30 - 11 am               Village Hall 
Brownies: 

Wednesdays    6.00—7.15 pm  Cardwell Pavilion 
Cubs: 

Fridays                                   6.30 - 7.45 pm        Kingswood Scout Hut 
Explorers:  

Thursdays                              7.00 - 9.00 pm                Kingswood Scout Hut 
Hucking WI 

3rd Thursday    7.00 pm     Little Budds Farm 
Mobile Library 

Wednesdays    11.55 am – 12.25 pm                        Village Hall 
Parish Council: 

2nd Monday (except August)    7.30 pm              Cardwell Pavilion  
Pilates Classes   

Thursday mornings        Village Hall 
Pre-School: 

Every School Day                 9.15 am – noon                    Cardwell Pavilion 
Reading Group : 

 Monthly                          Contact:         Barbara Lloyd 880282 
             Dawn Perry      880634 
School Terms     2021  Term 1: 1st September—22nd October 
    Term 2:         1st November—17th December 
  2022  Term 3: 4th January—11th February 
    Term 4: 21st February—11th April 
    Term 5: 19th April—27th May 
    Term 6:  6th June—22nd July 
Scouts: 

Wednesdays,           7.00 – 9.00 pm        Kingswood Scout Hut 
Short Mat Bowls:  

Mondays (not 2nd)              7.30 – 9.30 pm                         Village Hall 

Thursdays            7.30 – 9.30 pm             Village Hall 
WI Meetings:            

3rd Tuesday (Not August)    7.30 pm                         Village Hall 

Other Tuesday (July-September) 
        Boules     6.30 pm               Cardwell Pavilion 

 

Carole Findlay at hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com 
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Local professional mortgage advice and recommendations to 
include… 

 

Purchases/Re-mortgages/First-Time-Buyers               
Buy-To-Let/Let-To-Buy/Right-To-Buy           

Commercial Mortgages/Equity Release               
Building & Contents/Life Protection                      

Critical Illness Protection/Income Protection 
 

Please contact GREG on 07956 549488 or 
Email: greg@braemarms.co.uk 

CeMAP & CeRER qualified 
 

Braemar Mortgage Services Limited is an independent mortgage adviser and registered with the 
Financial Conduct Authority – FCA No. 495806 

07814.536173 

Little Pyne TreesLittle Pyne TreesLittle Pyne TreesLittle Pyne Trees    
For All your gardening needs 
*Regular weekly / fortnightly* 

*One off jobs* 
Friendly Lady Gardeners 

07816.539696 
pynetrees@googlemail.com 
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Harvest 

 
This is your garden, Creator God, 

A thing of beauty 
Beyond understanding, 

A poem that is being written, 
Not in words, 
But in colours, 

Wind's whisper, 
Soaring bird, 

Snowdrop's petal, 
Gentle rain, 

Sunlight's warmth. 
This is your garden, Creator God, 

A thing of beauty 
Beyond understanding. 

 
 

Consider for a moment: Why are you here?! 
 

What is the backstory preceding your settling in the North Downs? 
 

For some, the backstory may have involved new employment, for some it 
may have concerned proximity to family.  You may have moved here for the 
schooling.  However, I would imagine that few would have settled in the North 
Downs without considering the draw of the natural beauty which surrounds us. 
The North Downs and the Pilgrims' Way offer a stunning backdrop to our lives, 
season after season.  Through autumn this setting also invites us to engage 
with the theme of harvest – maybe as we drive past combine harvesters 
coughing up dust as they toil in road-side fields, maybe when a lumbering 
tractor bears down on us along a winding lane.  As we shop, farm produce 
and locally-sourced goods are easily within reach, should we seek them out.  
And so, our understanding of the process from seed to plant, from field to 
plate, should be relatively good.  Good enough for us to appreciate God’s 
faithfulness, appreciate the farm workers clocking up their hours, and 
appreciate all those involved in supplying our culinary needs.  On one level, 
harvest is a simple nudge, reminding us to be grateful for the foods we have 
and to be grateful to all those whose hard work has brought food to the shops 
and markets.  For this – today, and every day – we should give great thanks. 
 

However, harvest should also be a decidedly uncomfortable time.  As we fill 
our baskets and have the luxury of shopping according to taste, as we eat 
our fill (and sometimes beyond our fill!), and as we throw away food we didn’t 
get round to eating, we know that, even within a few miles, there are those 
who eat without the luxury of taste preference and those who will go hungry 
tonight.  Alongside this, as we walk across the fields, down country lanes or 
trek the North Downs, we face the reality that such natural beauty suffers from 
how we, as humans, engage with it. 
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Parish Directory 
The Clergy Team   
Team Vicar  Revd. Rob Tugwell       01622.630598 
Churchwarden Christine Jones      688830 
Bellringers  Nigel Baker (Tower Captain)    07778 691 343 
Borough Councillor Patrik Garten, Kingswood House, Pitt Orad, ME17 3NR         807907 
Bourne Musicians Beccy Stroud, 1 Musket Lane                880377 
Cardwell Pavilion                     07932 164839 
Cricket Club  www.bearstedcricketclub.co.uk 
Cubs   Jane Newsome                           862558 
Doctor Yeomans Lane :  Repeat Prescriptions  630415  / Appointments, etc.          737326 
Downs Mail  Editor                             734735 
Football Club  Mike Bedwell                          880353 
Garden Society John Ross                          737080 
Hospitals:  Maidstone      729000            Eye, Ear & Mouth Unit                729000 
   Preston Hall 710161            9am – 5 pm 
Kent Messenger Correspondent                   Vacant 
Maidstone Volunteer Bureau                                   01622 756662 
Meadows Trust Ben Williams                07968.123165 or880584 
Mid-Kent Arts Society John Holley          jgholleyberry@icloud.com 
Neighbourhood Contacts June Pockett junepockett@hotmail.com880763/07767.367611 
Parish Council Chairman Simon Hulme     07808 300 840 

Vice Chairman  Adam Ward            adandsar@tiscali.co.uk 

Parish Clerk  Vickie Smith pchollingbourne@gmail.com     07856.180003/880526 
Pre-School  Christine Judges                                07864 065753 
Police   PCSO Ryan Waring      101 
Railway Enquiries                    0845 748 4950 
Reading Group Barbara Lloyd                 880282 
   Dawn Perry       880634 
School   Mrs. Helen Bradley-Wyatt, Headteacher                        880270 
Scout Group  Alan Poulton                           843019 
Short Mat Bowls Peter Lee                          880580 
Village Hall  Barbara Tremble                                    880216 
Village Shop  Julie & Martin Woods                                         880338 
Women’s Institute Barbara Gibbs       880652 
   Sue Roberts        07867.691393 
Hucking WI  Sharon Lee        07714.756354 
   Kate Blacker        07760.905416 
 

 Magazine Contributions should be in by the 10th of the month latest to the Editor :  
Carole Findlay, 1 Pimpernel Close, Bearsted, Kent ME14 4QQ.           01622.583636 
Email:  hollingbourne.parish.magazine.editor@hotmail.com  For advertising please 
contact Phil Smith at philip.smithsmith@btinternet.com  
Magazine available on line at Hollingbourne Parish Council website 
Hollingbourne Neighbourhood Drivers 

Katie Brice      01622. 880520 
Christine and Nick Maynard   01622.880378 
Barbara Tremble     01622.880216 
Pete Brown      07997.134771 
Jean Wellman     01622.880598 
June Pockett (Coordinator)  01622.880763  /07767.367611 
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CAR PARKING AVAILABLE BEHIND THE 
WINDMILL PUB 

WOODS OF 
HOLLINGBOURNE 

52 EYHORNE STREET, HOLLINGBOURNE, ME17 1TS 
Tel : 01622.880.338 

 

WE are SERVING: 
•FRESH, LOCAL PRODUCE AND CONVENIENCE ITEMS 

      •FINE WINES, SPIRITS AND CRAFT BEERS  
  

 

TO FIND OUT MORE VISIT: 

WWW.WOODSOFHOLLINGBOURNE.CO.UK 
 

As a result of the unfolding Covid-19 crisis, we currently prioritising the supply of 
fresh, local products to members of Hollingbourne and the surrounding community.  
We are currently receiving deliveries of 
• Fresh baked bread and cakes 
• Milk and dairy products 
• Fresh meat from Doughty Butchers 
• Local free-range eggs 
• A range of Fruit and Vegetables has been significantly increased 
 

We are also offering a FREE local delivery service (3 mile radius) for those who are 
self-isolating or those who are unable to leave their property. 
 

OPEN  MONDAY / TUESDAY       8 AM - 2 PM 
  WEDNESDAY- SATURDAY       8 AM - 6 PM  
            SUNDAY             8 AM - 1 PM 

  

Hollingbourne 
& Hucking 

Church & Village News 
www.hollingbournepc.co.uk 

October 2021 

‘Auditions’ Thursday, 14th, and Sunday, 
17th October, in the Village Hall at 
8.00pm on Thursday and 7.30pm on 
Sunday. 

MEETING AT 
TANYARD GREEN 


